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Secketary of State's Office, 

Providence, October 13, 1874. 

To the Honorable the General Assembly : 

Gentlemen :— The Twenty-First Annual Report upon the Registration of 
Births, Mannages and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith presented. 

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edward T. Caswell, and presents the 
vital statistics for the year ending December 31st, 1873, with the usual recapitu- 
latory Tables, and with additional comments. 

The number of Births for the year was 6,022, or 121 less than in 1872; the 
number of Mamages, 2,630, or 93 more than in 1872; and the number of 
Deaths 4,403, or 156 more than in 1872. 

During the twenty-one years and six months since the commencement of the 
present system of Registration, i. e. : from June 1st, 1852, to December 3 1st, 
1873; the records in the whole State have been as follows: children born, 
92,448 ; persons married, 78,164 ; p(»rsons died, 60,286 ; showing in the aggregate 
a record of the birth, marriage or death of 230, 898 persons. 

This report also includes an abstract of the returns of Divorces for the years 
1872 and 1873, from which it appears that there were 200 Divorces granted by 
the Supreme Court in 1872, and 173 in 1873. Some imperfections in the pres- 
ent law are referred to in the section of the report devoted to this topic. 

Although as a whole the returns for the year are more complete than usual, 
there are some deficiencies, which are noted in the subjoined letter irom Dr. 
Caswell, and to ^hich I would respectfully invite your attention. 

JOSHUA M. ADDEMAN, 

Secretary of State. 
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Bon, Joshua M> Addeman, Secretary of State : 

Deak Sir : — In the preparation of the accompanying Report, I have been led 
to scrutinize more closely than usual the returns from the individual towns. 
Wheti we consider the interests involved in these returns, whether as matter 
of record, or as ftu'nishing the elements of vital statistics and the basis for 
scientific inquiries, it is evident that they should be as nearly complete as pos- 
sible. There has been, on the whole, a marked improvement in the complete- ' 
ness of the returns, but in some towns there has been such negligence, that I 
thought it well to direct your special attention to it. 

The law prescribes very emphatically what shall constitute the rocord of a 
Birth, of a Marriage, and of a Death ; it imposes upon certain persons the duty 
of mailing and collecting these records; and it provides for their remuneration 
for this service so rendered. When, therefore, the returns come in, as in the 
instances cited below, it is evident that the requirements of the law are by no 
means fulfilled, although the remuneration may have been received. 

What can be more important in the record of a birth, from a legal point of 
view, than the name? And yet in the town of Westerly, with 128 Births, thtire 
were 89 in which the name was not given, and in the town of New Shoreham 
the name was given in but one instance. In the record of Deaths it is impor- 
tant, from a scientific point of view, that the age and sex of the decedent 
should be given, its parentage, whether American or foreign, and, so far as 
possible, the cause of death. Of all the deaths in the town of North Provi- 
dence the parentage of the decedent was not given in a single instance. Of 
34 deaths in the town of Smithfield, there were 18 in which no cause wps 
assigned, and 4 in which the age was not given. In the town of Burrillville, 
17 deaths were reported with no cause assigned, and in the town of North 
Smithfield, of 27 deaths the cause was left blank in 12. It is gratifying on 
the other hand, to refer to the entire completeness of the returns from some of 
the other towns, especially of those from Woonsocket, and from the (Jity of 
Providence. 

I make these statements to you, Sir, because no one knows better than you, 
the importance of these returns in many ways, the frequency with which they 
are consulted for the record of a birth, or a marriage, and the valuable aid 
they may afiord to sanitary investigations and to medical science. Trusting 
that the subject will receive a due share of your attention, and that by some 
means a greater degree of perfection may be attained, I remain. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD T. CASWELL. 
Providence, October 13th, 1874. 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1873. 
Arranged by Monthtt Sexes, and Divisions of the Slate, 





SEX. 


i 


DIVISIONS or THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


1 
1 


i 


I 

1 




i 
1 


a 

6: 


.January 

February . . . 

March 

April 

May 

Jiiue 

July 


Males 

Females.... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females .... 
Total 

Males 

Females .... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


234 
242 

iir 

202 

206 
408 

249 

249 
498 

220 
229 

443 

2-G 
213 
489 

255 
206 
461 

269 
261 

630 


12 
10 
22 

11 

18 

10 
8 
18 

14 
5 
19 

I'' 
b 

24 

15 
8 
23 

16 
10 
26 


12 

16 
■ 28 

17 
9 
26 

10 
14 
24 

14 
12 

26 

21 

13 
34 

17 
11 

28 

14 
19 
33 


19 

ir 

35 

8 
14 
22 

20 

18 
38 

20 
IG 
42 

13 
14 
27 

19 
16 
35 

21 
27 

48 


79 

98 
177 

70 
74 
144 

98 
94 
192 

68 
91 

i-ra 

107 
78 
185 

93 
80 
173 

98 
92 
190 


87 
89 
176 

89 
80 
169 

96 
95 

191 

85 
86 
171 

97 
82 
179 

91 
74 
165 

105 
88 
193 


25 
13 
38 

11 

18 
29 

15 
20 

35 

13 
19 
32 

20 
20 
40 

20 
17 
37 

15 
25 

40 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1878.— Continoed. 





SEX. 


1 




MONTHS. 


i 

1 


t 
1 

1 


I 
1 

■A 


d 

II 
1 


§ 
1 


5 


August .... 
September; . 
October .... 
November.. 
December... 


Males 

Femnles .... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

P'emalea 

Total 

Males 

Females .... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


279 
236 
515 

281 
257 
538 

298 
268 
566 

267 

266 
532 

305 
255 
5G0 


18 
16 
34 

9 

10 
19 

15 
14 
29 

6 

a 

14 

6 
13 


24 
16 
40 

30 
19 

49 

18 
21 

39 

13 
16 

29 

18 
18 
36 


26 
15 

41 

17 

12 
29 

21 
22 

43 

26 
22 

48 

2- 
14 
41 


111 

96 
207 

108 
107 
215 

119 
108 
227 

108 
118 

226 

145 
116 
261 


87 
75 
162 

93 
83 
176 

101 
91 
192 

93 
8- 
J80 

86 
88 
174 


13 

18 
31 

24 

26 
50 

24 
12 

36 

21 
14 
35 

23 
12 
35 


Whole Year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 


3,135 

2,88'" 
6,022 


146 
113 
259 


SOS 
184 
392 


243 
20G 
449 


1,204 
1,152 
2,356 


1,11C 
1,016 
2,128 


224 

214 
438 
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T,(BLK IV.— MARRIAGES, 1873. 
Arrattyed by Months and Divisions qf the Slate. 





2 


flVlBIONB OF Tlie HIATK. 




MONTHS. 


1 


1 


£ 


6 

II 
1 


1 


1 

1 


Is 

i 

a 




257 
233 

129 


10 
5 
4 


20 
18 
U 


16 
9 
6 


80 
65 
42 


105 
11) 
49 


26 
15 
14 






182 




154 








(i09 

■202 
212 

239 


19 

'J 
7 

9 


52 

18 
18 
20 


31 

18 
11 
15 


187 

64 

64 


265 

87 
92 


55 

6 

20 
16 


573 
















'"' 






653 

219 
181 
246 


25 
10 


56 
15 


44 

10 
6 
25 


199 

63 
67 
79 


287 

105 
63 

109 


42 

16 
18 

9 


387 


July 


2C6 


ml»r 


10 14 










6,G 
233 

190 


26 ' 50 
12 1 8 


41 

17 
25 

17 


209 

60 
87 
40 


277 

120 
128 
81 


43 

16 
22 
24 






260 




288 


December 


7 


21 


214 




722 

2.630 




59 

175 


187 
782 


329 

1,158 


62 
202 


762 


Wliole Ycnr 


97 '216 


2,537 
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Tabie V AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1873. 







's 


AGES OF MEN. 


S 

s 

? 




2 


3 


s 


2 


S 

-2 


i 




i 


4 
S 
S 




1 






6!) 
413 
136 

29 
10 
3 


31 

578 
314 
104 

25 

4 


93 
193 
91 

44 
,9 


23 

9 


1 
11 

16 
19 
24 
21 
7 
3 
1 
1 


1 
1 
4 
8 
5 
6 
8 
4 
8 
1 
1 


1 
1 
5 
3 
8 
2 


1 
1 

5 
7 
5 
3 

2 

1 


3 
3 
I 
2 

2 






] 
2 

1 
11 


100 


20 and under 25.... 
25 " " 30.... 
SO " " 35.... 
35 " " 40.... 
40 " " 45---- 
45 " " 50.... 


1,110 

G99 

297 

149 

93 

63 

43 

24 

19 

9 

6 

6 

12 






2 

1 
1 

1 


















1 










1 














Whole No. Females. 


602' 1,067 


457 


210 


104 


47 




2511 




3 


15; 


2,G30 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1873. 
A?T(in^€(l by Months, Sexes and Divisions of the State* 





SEX. 


• 

o 

l-H 

o 


T!)IVrSION8 OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


• 

a 
o 
o 

l-H 

o 


• 

o 
u 

AS 

C 

o 


Newport County. 


Providence Co. : 
Towns. 


• 

Q 

o 
o 

d 

s 


• 

o 

1 

p 
.a 

00 

as 


January .... 


Males 


170 


8 





23 


55 


70 


9 




Females ..... 


194 


5 


11 


13 


59 


90 


16 




Total 


364 


13 


16 


36 


114 


160 


25 


February . . . 


Males 


155 


8 


6 


17 


•62 


55 


7 




Females 


175 


6 


7 


21 


54 


71 


16 




Total 


330 


14 


13 


38 


116 


126 


23 


Marcli 


Males 


168 


4 


8 


18 


59 


68 


11 




Females .... 


186 


4 


10 


25 


59 


80 


8 




Total 


354 


8 


18 


43 


118 


148 


19 


April 


Males 


188 


8 


14 


10 


72 


72 


12 




Females .... 


175 


10 


14 


13 


48 


80 


10 




Total 


363 


18 


28 


23 


120 


152 


22 


Mav • • 


\Tnlpo ...... 


197 
190 


10 
5 


9 

7 


22 
22 


6^ 
69 


69 
70 


18 


a.u.c»j • ■ • • • • . 


l.*A.C«>lV/0 ...... 

Females 


17 




Total 


387 


15 


16 


44 


138 


139 


35 


June 


Males 


154 


6 


9 


12 


64 


54 


9 




Females .... 


166 


4 


15 


18 


5(1 


69 


10 




Total 


320 


10 


24 


30 


114 


123 


19 


July 


Males 


200 


10 


9 


12 


65 


95 


9 




Females .... 


218 


9 


12 


11 


71 


102 


13 




Total 


418 


19 


21 


23 


136 


197 


22 


August .... 


Males 


249 


16 


12 


20 


99 


85 


17 




Feruales .... 


213 


11 


16 


18 


73 


80 


15 




Total 


»462 


27 


28 


38 


172 


165 


32 


September. . 


Males 


192 


4 


11 


22 


66 


68 


. 21 




Females .... 


204 


10 


13 


10 


81 


81 


9 




Total 


396 


. 14 


24 


32 


147 


149 


30 


October .... 


Males 


174 


3 


11 


16 


65 


68 


11 




Females .... 


168 





15 


14 


56 


64 


14 




Total 


342 


8 


26 


30 


121 


132 


25 


November... 


Males 


154 


6 


10 


17 


55 


55 


11 




Females .... 


170 


9 


9 


11 


64 


69 


8 




Total 


324 


15 


19 


28 


119 


124 


19 


December . . 


Males 


166 


7 


13 


7 


63 


64 


12 




Females .... 


177 


5 


11 


9 


69 


63 


20 




Total 


343 


12 


24 


16 


132 


127 


32 


Whole Year. 


Males 


2,166 


90 


117 


196 


794 


823 


146 




Females .... 


2,237 


83 


140 


185 


753 


919 


157 




Total 


4,403 


173 


257 


381 
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T»BLE VII.— DEATHS, 1873. 
and Division of tlie State; oZso (fia Raiio of Deaths to ropulaiio 
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5 
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■"5 
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14 
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4 
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3 
2 
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2 
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5 
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1 








1 




2 
1 
3 

1 
2 


*, 1 
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1 


6 

2 
5 
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3 
2 

4 
3 

11 
11 


4 

4 
5 
5 
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3 

2 
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1 

8 
7 
8 
13 


3 

6 


1 
8 
6 
6 
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1 
6 
4 
15 
16 

1 


1 
4 
S 
10 
17 

1 
3 






2 
3 
2 

4 




5 
2 
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4 
1 
6 

4 
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I 
2: 








































2 


1 
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10 


1 


3 
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7 

6 


7 
5 


11 
10 




3 

8 


8 
15 


11 
13 


10 

7 


11 
12 


10 
U 


6 
5 


5 


2- 
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] 
2 


..^. 












1 
2 

1 
2 
1 
14 
8 










1 
1 
1 
1 
18 
12 




1 

1 
1 
3 
15 
11 


2 

1 
3 

"17 
14 


4 

3 
25 
15 


2 
.... 


1 
































U 
16 


2 
10 
14 




7 
6 


7 
6 


5 
10 


8 
It 


1 
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Tablk VII.— deaths, 1873.— Continued. 



FOPDUTION, 1670. 



Deaths, 1KT3. 



TOWS8 

AVD UIVIHIONB OF TTD 

BurriUville 

Crnnston 

Cumberland • ■-. 
, East Pro video ce, 

Gloeester 

Jolmston .-■ 

North Providence 
North Smitiifielii. 

Pawtucket 

Scituate 

Smitbfield 

Woousockct . • , . 

Pkov. Co., Towns 

Providence City. 

Charlestowu 

Exeter 

Hopkiaton ■ 
North Kingstown 
South Kingstown 
• Richmond 
Westerly.. 
WASmXGTOX Co. 



Females. 

Maks, 

Females, 

Malet 

Females, 

Male 

Females 

Female E 

2,38.' 

Fenales, 

4.192'Males, 
females, 
» Males, 
Females. 
Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Fe 

Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females. 
Males, 
Females, 

Males, 



a0,49o 

3,0.1 £ 






3,568 
4,493 
2,064 
4,709 



Males, 
Females. 



Females, 
2Mflles, 

Females, 
2 Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females, 
Mules, 
Females, 
Males, 
Females, 
'Males, 
Females, 



2.337 I 
2.337 
2.G7M 1 
2,144 
1.829 2 
2.ll.'i3 
1.3412, 
1,327 

8160 

814 
1,222 1 
1,163 
2,06'J 2 



9,952 2 
1U,S43 

i.ao20 

1.550 

3,1791 

3,440 

l,H97l 

1.949 

1,3561 

1,349 

.'5,434 2 

6,093 



1,31. 
1,36' 
1,746 
1,822 
2,222 
2,271 
1,018 
1,046 
2,353 



1.34 
2.15 
1.36 
1.45 
1.64 
1.51 ; 
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p 

e 



1 
1 

2 



1 

• • 
4 
4 
6 

13 



2 
1 



• • • « 



4 
3 

20 
25 

32 
15 



• • • • 



1 
1 
1 
2 

^/ 
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m 
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3 

G 



2 



1 



2 
2 

18 
15 

22 
11 



1 



1 
1 
2 
2 



u 

o 



1 

2 



1 
5 
3 
3 
1 



) 
2 
2 
o 
2 
3 
3 
19 
13 



2 
4 



M 
(D 

c 



O 



1 
1 

9 

• • 

3 

1 



2 
2 

6 

7 



1 
1 



X « • • • 



8 
6 

48 
39 

41 
60 



3 
1 



6 
5 

20 
23 

23 
10 



1 



u 

o 

c 
'3 

§ 



^ ^ 



O 
04 



• • • • 



1 
1 

2 

• 

4 

o 

1 

2 



1 

1 

1 
1 
5 
6 

8 

13 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 



2 

1 

4 

13 

35 
47 

28 
?4 



• • • » 



1 
2 



2 
2 



1 
2 
1 
1 



1 
1 



• • • • 

• • • > 



2 



2 
3 
2 



5/ 4( 



1 
3 

2 
8 
8 



1 
1 
2 

2 

2 

^ 
o 

3 

3 



1 

2 
4 
4 
G 

17 

30 

1 

6 
3 
2 
4 
4 
1 
13 
16 

6-2 

78 

89 
93 

1 
1 



o 

P 
•d 

§ 



4 
1 
3 
2 
4 



• • • • 



1 

3 
6 
1 



• • • 



3 
2 

9 

111 



3 
3 
1 



1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
5 
12 
30 



1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
6 
12 

44 
63 

66 

87 



2 
1 



1 

3 

3 

8 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

11 
25 



5 



2 
2 



5 
2 



• • • • 



2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
4 
17 
18 



2 
3 



« • » • 



1 

6 

7 

48 
42 

6C 
69 



1 
2 



• • • • 



p 
d 



4 
3 
4 



1 

1 
1 
1 
1 



« • • • 



1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
12 
17 
2 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 



8 
8 

43 
42 

58 
55 



1 
1 



2 
3 
3 
1 
3 
2 
2 
• • • • 



o 

p 
p 



s 



4 
2 
2 
3 
1 
4 
2 
1 



1 
2 
2 
8 
4 
5 
4 
14 
8 

1 
4 
1 
3 
3 
3 



22 

7 

70 
41 

48 
72 



• • • • 

• • • • 



1 
3 
3 
8 
3 
4 
1 
3 



u 
o 

'd 

p 
p 

'd 

§ 

o 



4 
2 
8 
4 
4 
3 
1 
3 



1 
4 
3 
6 
4 
3 
7 
16 
1 
1 
3 
3 
4 
3 
1 
1 
8 
8 

49 
57 

51 
72 






2 
4 
1 
2 
2 

12\ \V\ \^\ ^^ V\ ^N 
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t-i 
o 

•d 

p 
P 

•d 
g 



1 
2 



3 
3 
1 



• • • • 



5 
4 
5 
2 



2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
3 
2 

22 

29 

23 

34 
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-d 

P 

8 



2 



• • • • 



•d 



• • • • > 



• • • • 



1 

2 



4 
5 

1 
12 



1 
3 



1 
1 
3 



3 

6 



V 



V 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1873.— Recapitulation. 






Population, ] 


[870. 


Deaths, ] 


[«78. 


u 
« 

c 

25 
14 


fA 


• 


COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEX. 


^ O « 

1.84 


• 

si 

173 


8 

90 
83 


a 
n 

a: 

13 
4 


« 

c 
p 

§ 


Bristol Co. . 


9,421 


Males, 
Females, 


4,433 
4,988 


4 
2 


Kent County. 


18,595 


Males, 
Females, 


8,917 
9,678 


1.38 


257 


117 
140 


23 
19 


6 
13 


2 
1 


Newport Co . 


20,050 


Males, 
Females, 


9,606 
10,444 


1.90 


381 


196 
185 


28 
22 


17 
11 


7 
10 


Prov. Co. . .. 


149,190 


Males, 
Females, 


71,840 
77,350 


2.20 


3289 


1617 
1672 


376 
302 


155 
176 


58 
58 


Washing'nCo 


20,097 


Males, 
Females, 


9,960 
10,137 


1.51 


303 


146 
157 


21 
17 


2 
5 




Whole State 


217,353 


Males, 
Females, 


104,756 
112,597 


2.02 


4403 


2166 
2237 


473 
374 


193 
209 


74 
73 
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Occupations. 



Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1873. 

Showing the Average Age al Death in the several occvpations, Providence 
CUy being separated from the rest of the State, and ages under twenty 
being excluded. 



OCCUPATIOSS. 



I. AORICULTURISTS. 



Fsnners . . . 
Gardeners . 



Bnrbers 

Blacksmiths... . 

Bleachers 

Brakemen 

Butchers 

Boat-builder.... 
Cab iDet-mukers 
Calico-printers . 
Card-griBcler . . . 
Carriage- makers. 
Carpenters .... 
Cigar-makers . . 

Coopers 

Dje™ 

Engineers .... 

EngraTers...... 

Field Driver.... 

Gold Reftner. . . 
Harness makers 

Hatter 

Jewelers 

Lapidary 

Looni-flxer . . . ■ 
Machinists .... 
Marble- workers. 

MasoDS 

Mechanics 

Miller 

Millwright 

Moulders 



3 44.33 
■6 66.00 
919.66 

3 31.00 
:6 37.C6 
757.00 

14.80 
2 61.00 
'9a9.00 
5 37.50 

4 .'>3.64 
434.80 

4 66.80 
;' 33.00 
2 31.00 

2 43.00 
73.00 

9 49.00 
1 40.50 
■096.00 
..■* 39.00 
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March in 1872, which wtis 8° below the average, and the coldest 
March on the record. It will be observed that the summer was 
com[>aratively cool. There were three days in which the tempera- 
ture rose to 90°, and eighteen in which it reached 85°; in the 
preceding summer, there were six of the former and twenty-seven 
of the latter. The mean temperature of the summer months and 
of September in 1873, was 66.1°, or 2.9° lov^er than for the same 
period in 1872. 

The rain-fall of the year was 52.56 inches, being more than 
ten and one half inches above the average^ and nearly tour inches 
more than in 1872. In contrast, however, to 1812, this excess 
in 1873, was quite evenly distributed throughout the year; in the 
preceding year, the first six months showed a deficit of nearly three 
inches. In 1873 each month had more than the average amount 
of rain, with the exceptions of March, April and June, and in 
each of these the deficiency was less than one inch. In 1873, 
January had two inches more than the average, and on the firvst of 
March, the excess was over three inches. At no subsequent 
period was the excess less than that amount. The month of 
August had nearly eight inches of rain, being about four inches 
above the average, and on the first of September, the excess was 
eight inches, being equal to the excess for the whole year in 
1872. 

The number of days on w^hich rain or snow fell was 99, while 
in 1872 it was 106, and in 1871, with nearly five inches less than 
in 1873, it was 112. The atmosphere was relatively driest in 
May and November, and dampest in September and December. 
The prevailing winds came from the western portions of the 
heavens on 221 days, and from the eastern on 131, or very nearly 
in the proportion of 5 to 3. 

With these preliminary remarks we turn to the tables of the 
•Causes of Death, in order to pursue our investigations in regard 
to the relation between Meteorology and Disease. We are well 
aware of the crudity of these efibrts. All our comparisons are 
made from monthly reports of deaths. If we could have weekly 
reports of sickness we might hope eventually to arrive at some 
more positive information. The late lamented Dr. George Derby, 
.of Boston, proposed, not long since, a plan for arriving at a 
knowledge of the prevailing sickness in Massachusetts, but how 
successfully it has been carried out is unknown to us. How far 
ithe mortality is a true indication of the degree of prevailing sick- 
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ness is uncertain, but an we have no other information, we are 
forced to base our comparison upon these returns. 

From Table Viil., we find that the number of deaths from 
Cholera Infantum in 1873, was 285, being 79 less than in 1872, 
and with that exception, tho largest number reported from this 
disease. The table below shows the number of deaths from this 
disease in each of the summer months and in September, with the 
mean temperature of the mouth, in each of the last eight years. 
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Looking at the statistics of the last two years we can find but little 
support for the theory that tho mortality of this disease is directly 
dependent upon the degree of heat. Thus, with a variation in 
July of but little more than 2°, there is a difierence of 79 in the 
number of deaths, and in August, with a variation of 4.5°, there 
is a difference of six only in the mortality ; in September, with a 
difierence of less tiian 2°, there is a difference of thirty in the 
mortality. Comparing July of 1873 with August of 1872, we 
find th9 latter was 0.7° the warmest, and it had twenty-two more 
deaths. If we extend our observation to the totals of Ihe Virions 
years in the table, we find that in 1870 the average temperature 
of these months was more than 3° higher than in 1873, and yet 
the number of deaths is fifty-six less, and in 1868, with an aver- 
age temperature 0.5° higher, the number of deaths was 115 less 
than in 1873. We shall not pursue the subject further at this 
time, but would merely remark that in order to form a conect 
opinion, we should know the exact infantile population and the 
number of deaths per 1,000. Thus how much of the difference 
in mortality between 1866 and 1872 is due to the element of 
increase of population wc cannot tell, but of course something is 
to be ascribed to that element. From the nature of the ease we 
cannot arrive at these necessary data with regard to the State. 
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It is only in a city, with faithfully execiited registiatiua laws, 
that these problems can find a eatisfactory solution. There, with 
weekly reports of deaths and changes of the weather, with careful 
estimates of the infant population, we should hope to secure some 
important results. The city of New York now preseuts these 
advantiiges, and we trust that a few yeaia will show some positive 
conclusions from the observations thus carefully made. 

The deaths from Diarrhce.i and Dysentery in 1873, were also 
considerably less than in 1872, there being 54 from Diarrhtea 
and 36 from Dysentery, while in 1872, there were 79 from the 
former, and 83 from the latter disease. The deaths from Dysen- 
tery were considerably less than in several of the immediately 
preceding years, while those from Diarrhoea exceeded the number 
of many of these years. 

One death is reported from Heat in the month of August, and 
two from Fiost-bite in the month of January. 

The deatlis from Pneumonia in 1873, were 191, while in 1872, 
they were 194, and 189 in 1871. In the first four months of 
1873, there were 96 deaths, just oue half of the whole number 
from this cause. The following table shows the mean tempeniture 
and the number of deaths from this cause in each of the first lour 
months of the last four years. 
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We thus see that in 1873, with an avei-age temperature for 
these months lower than in either of the preceding years, the 
number of deaths from this cause was less than in either, with the 
exception of 1870. The different months present some striking 
peculiarities. Thus, January, 1873, was about 1° colder than in 
1871, and had oue less death : it was 9° colder than in 1870, and 
had but thrcH more deaths. February was 3° colder than in 1872, 
and had four less deaths, while it was but 2.5° colder than *in 
1870, and bad (en more deaths. MarcKwaa %° colder than iu 
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1871, and had seven less deaths, while it was more thati 6° warmer 
than in 1872, and had ten less deaths. April was 4° warmer than 
in 1870, with the same number of deaths, while in 1871, with 
but a slight increase of temperature, there were five less deaths. 
In the last two years it will be observed that the largest number 
of monthly deaths from this cause was in February, and the 
next largest in April, and that in 1870, the largest number oc- 
curred in April. The mortality from this disease, therefore, does 
not have any special dependence upon the degree of temperature. 

The deaths from Scarlatina in 1873 were 287, the largest num- 
ber yet reported from this cause, exceeding by one the num- 
ber reported in 1869. Of these deaths in 1873, there were 27 in 
January, 26 each in September and October, 30 in November, 
and 58 in December. In January, 1869, there were 51 deaths 
froifi this cause, so that the number in December, 1873, is pro- 
bably the largest monthly number ever reported from Scarlatina. 
The probability is that January of the present year will show 
an increase over the preceding December, as this disease, as we 
have shown in a previous report, pursues a quite regular course 
of increase and diminution, depending upon the supply of mate- 
rial. But beyond the fact that it is generally more fatal in the 
winter than in the summer, there is no special dependence upon 
meteorological phenomena. We shall hereafter recur to this sub- 
ject. 

With these statements we close this portion of the report. 
Numerous suggestions arise from the facts that we have thus 
placed together, but we will not enter into them. For ten years 
we have brought these two classes of facts face to face with each 
other, and we still must acknowledge that we fail to find any 
mutual dependence of the one upon the other, anything so posi- 
tive as to enable us, with given meteorological phenomena, to 
predict the variations in the degree or cause of mortality. 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1873. 



By reference to Table 1, on page 2, we find that in the year 
1873, there were recorded in the State of Rhode Island, six 
thousand and twenty-two (6,022) births y two thousand six hundred 
and thirty (2,630) marriages^ ^xi^ four thousand four hundred 
and three (4,403) deaths. 

The usual comparison of the results of registration in the State 
for the last twenty years is as follows : 

Whole number Living 

Year. ofbirtbs. Still-born. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 2,105 78... 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,90B 183 2,723 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,526 2.326 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,4:18 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

18d0 4.660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,533. 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450.. » ..2,591 

1863 .....8,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,955 177 3,778 1.896 3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 6,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 5,160 2,28.^ 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5.215 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 6,678 223 5,455 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 6,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

We obseive here, for the year 1873, a diminution in the num- 
ber of births, and an increase in the number of still-births, and 
hence an increase in the proportion of the latter. We also observe 
an increase in the number of marriages and i a the number of 
deaths. The excess of living births over deaths in 1873, was 
1391, a smaller excess than in 1872, when it was 1,694, or in 
1871, when it was 2,111, and the smallest since 1865, when it 
was but 373. 

On the next two pages will be found a comparison of the births, 
marriages, and deaths in each town in the State, in 1873, with the 
population of each town by the census of 1870, and also a com- 
parison of the statistics in each town for the three years, 1871, 
1872 and 1873. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1873, 
COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION BY THE CENSUS OF 1670. 
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53 
26 

187 


93.5 
114-8 
19.2 
41,7 

59.2 
47.7 
123,3 
75, B 

63.1 
30,9 


381 

64 
56 
80 
54 
10 
36 
93 
159 
601 
27 
80 
44 
34 
311 


62.6 

73.1 

86.1 
48.6 
49.4 

163.0 
68.2 
45.5 
49.7 
40.9 

113 1 
83-7 
87,6 
76,6 
37,1 


1.90 

1.37 
1,16 


Cuilllierlatnl 

East Providence... 


3.07 
2,02 








2,19 




2.01 


Noilli Proviilenee., 

North Smitiifieia... 


3.45 






Smitlifieia 

Woonsockel 


1,31 

3.69 


Pbov. Co., Towns 
Providence City.. 
Ohiirlestown 


80,286 
68.904 

I.IIS 

1.463 
2,613 
3,5(18 
4.493 
3. 64 

4,7oy 


1 

40, 

128 

6,022 


34,1 
3i,4 

f.i 

47.9 
64.1 
44.9 
61,6 

36.8 

45.9 
36 1 


782 

1,159 

4 

3 

2.> 
39 
27 
61 


51,3 

20.6 

139.8 

49,7 
43,3 
71,3 
57.6 

39;e 


1,547 

1,742 

12 
10 
36 

77 
61 

30 
77 


51. B 

39.5 

93.3 
146.2 

74.5 
46.3 
73-7 
69,8 
61,1 

"66.3 

4S-4 


1.93 
2.53 
1,07 


Hopkinton 

Korth Kingstown.. 
Soutli Kingstown.. 


1.34 
2.16 
1.35 










Washington Co.. 
Whole State .... 


20,097 
317,363 


202 
2630 


49,8 

41,; 


303 

4,403 


1,50 
2,03 



1873. 



J 
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BIRTHS. MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN EACH TOWN IN RHODE 
ISLAND, IN EACH OF THE THREE YEARS 1871, 1872 AND 1873. 



TOWNS 


BIRTHS. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS 


• 


AND DIVISIONS OF 
THE STATE. 


1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


Barrington 

Bristol 


12 

171 

65 


8 
181 

60 


7 

182 

70 


6 
40 
38 


3 
36 
43 


8 
32 
57 


8 
87 
56 


11 

126 

62 


9 
91 


Warren 


73 






Bristol County . . 
Coventry 


218 

80 
59 
30 

294 

463 

3 
22 
18 
303 
32 
27 
46 


249 

10 

73 

26 

283 


259 

85 

59 

21 

227 


84 

50 

30 

8 

109 


82 

28 

35 

7 

135 


97 

41 

35 

9 

131 


151 

64 

56 

19 

186 


199 

84 

40 

21 

155 


173 
67 


E. Greonwii^h 

W. Greenwich 

Warwick 


53 

12 

125 


Kent County 

Jamestown 

Little Compton.... 

Middletown 

Newport 

New Slioreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 


482 

2 
17 
20 
335 
18 
31 
35 


392 

10 
18 
14 
325 
22 
17 
43 


197 
2 

t 

13 

9 
9 

40 


205 

3 

8 

5 

118 

Mr 
/ 

5 
37 


216 

2 

2 

4 

119 

10 

12 

26 

175 

25 
21 

101 
32 
14 
25 
17 
52 

158 
21 
51 
53 
25 

187 


325 

4 
13 
14 
153 
13 
20 
28 


300 

1 
16 
16 
194 
10 
26 
28 


. 857 

6 

11 

12 

284 

4 
31 
33 






Newport County. 

Burrillville 

Cranston 


451 

116 

134 

117 

36 

22 

45 

\h 

too 

727 
42 

236 
62 

28 
275 


458 

92 

143 

88 

58 

23 

39 

118 

317 

665 

40 

226 

50 

36 

406 


449 

89 

150 

* 119 

77 

25 

39 

100 

266 

646 

49 

248 

60 

62 

426 


199 

35 
19 

53 
19 

20 
28 
24 
46 

214 

10 

58 

38 

4 

139 

707 

943 

8 
20 
31 
25 
40 
22 
60 


183 

29 
20 
85 
27 
14 
32 
22 
60 

187 
17 
46 
41 
30 

168 


245 

62 

99 

49 

35 

13 

27 

101 

103 

313 

38 

71 

45 

15 

151 


291 

70 

110 

54 

43 

23 

42 

93 

168 

426 

31 

86 

52 

29 

332 


381 

64 
56 


Cumberland 

East Providence. . . 
Foster 


80 
54 
10 


Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 


35 

92 

159 


North Providence. 
North Smithfield... 

Pawtucket 

Scituate • • . . 


501 
27 

80 
44 


Smilhfield 


34 


Woonsocket 


311 


Prov. Co., Towns 

Providence City . 

Charlestown... — 
Exeter 


2,155 
1,960 

. 15 

19 
68 
62 
117 
45 
75 


2310 

2,206 

31 
15 
69 
7^ 
97 
44 
117 


2.356 

2,128 

19 
29 
56 
66 

100 
40 

128 


778 

1,093 

4 
25 
32 
27 
44 
U 
53 


782 

1,158 

4 
15 
31 
25 
39 
27 
61 


1,122 

1,254 

13 
16 
55 
50 
45 
25 
43 


1,559 
1,603 

11 

29 
40 
67 
51 

39 

58 


1,547 

1,742 

12 
10 


Hopkinton — 

North Kingstown . . 
South Kingstown . . 
Richmond 


36 

77 
61 
30 


Westerly 


77 






Washington Co.. 
Whole State 


401 
5,678 


438 
6,143 


438 
6,022 


206 
2,336 


196 
2,537 


202 
2,630 


! 247 
3,344 


295 
4,247 


303 
4,403 
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The estimates in the foregoing tables are based, as has been 
stated, upon the census of 1870. It may be of interest to state, 
in this connection, that a census of the City of Providence was 
taken on the first of May, 1874, as the city limits were then eh- 
larged, by including a portion of the town of North Providence. 
The population of the City of Providence on that day was 
99,608, and of this 15,120 belong to that portion of the city 
which was recently annexed, so thjit the population of the city as 
represented in the census of 1870, was, on the above date, 
84,488, or an increase of 17,584 since the census of 1870. 

The following Table shows a comparison of the births, marriages 
and deaths in proportion to the population, for each of the last 
five ye«ars : 



YEARS. 



ise9 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 



BIRTHS. 



I Of popula- 
Number, tion one 
birth in 



5,245 
5,215 
5,678 
6,143 
6.022 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 
36.1 



MARRIAGES. 



Number. 



Of popula- 
tion one 
marriage 
in 



2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,537 
2,630 



47.5 
43.0 
46.5 
42.9 
.41.3 



DEATHS. 



Number. 



3,382 
3,2:J8 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 



Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 



Deaths in 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 



64.2 
67.1 
65.0 
61.2 

49.4 



1.56 
1.49 
1.54 
1.95 
2.03 



We see, therefore, that in 1873, the proportion of births, mar- 
riages and deaths to the population, was greater than in either 
of the years mentioned, with the exception of the proportion of 
births in 1872. 

From the Table on page 51 we see that in 1^73, the number of 
births was larger in Bristol county and in the towns of Providence 
county than in the two preceding years, smaller in Kent and New- 
port counties and the City of Providence, while in Washington 
county it was precisely the same as in 1872. The number of mar- 
riages was larger in each division of the State, with the exception 
of Newport county. The number of deaths was smaller in Bristol 
and Kent counties, and in the towns of Providence county, and 
larger in Newport and Washington counties, and in the City of 
Providence. 

With these remarks, we proceed to a detailed consideration of 
the births, marriages and deaths in 187 S. 
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BIRTHS, 18 73. 



It has already been stated on page 49 that the number ot births 
in the State of Rhode Island, for the year 1873, was 6,022 ; a 
number 121 less than in 1872, but, with that exception, larger 
than ever before reported. 

The particulars of the births are found in the tables on pages 
2-<5 inclusive, and these we will now consider. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,022 children born in 1873, in Rhode Island, 3,135 
were males, and 2,887 females; thus there were 108.6 males to 
each 100 females, or 52.06 male, and 47.94 female children in 
each 100 born. The following Table shows the number and pro- 
portion of the sexes of the children born in this State, in each of 
the last twenty-one years. 

Children. 

4 " N Males to each 

Years. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1852-3 ],432 1,404 102.0, or 50.49 and 49. 51in each 100. 

1864 1,081 1,003 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1855 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 61.22 and 48.78 in each 100. 

185H 1,479 1,407 106.1, or 61.26 and 48.75 in each 100. 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100. 

1858 2,200 2,a')3 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100. 

1859 2,209 2,097 105.3, or 61.30 and 48.70 in each 100. 

1860 2,263 2,212 102.3, or 60.57 and 49.43 in each 100. 

1861 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 62.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1862 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 62.25 and 47. 75 in each 100. 

1863 1,892 1,288 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.69 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 1,942 100.3, or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100. 

1866 2,096 1,857 112.9, or 63.02 and 46.98 in each 100. 

1866 2,646 2,356 1U8.0, or 61.94 and 48.06 in each 100. 

18B7 2,666 2,464 107.0, or 61 87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1868 2,745 2,027 104.6, or 51.10 and 48.90 in each 100. 

1869 2,686 2,5f)0 104.9. or 61.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

1870 2,679 2,636 ....105 6, or 51.37 and 48.H3 in each 100. 

1871 2,878 2,800 102.8, or 50.69 and 49.31 in each 100. 

1872 3,085 3,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 49.78 in each 100. 



20^ 44,116 41,791 105.6, or 51.35 and 48.65 in each 100. 

1873 3,135 2,887 108.6, or 52.06 and 47.94 in each 100 

From the above Table we see that, in 1873, tl\e ^\o>^^\!C\wvviS. 
males in each 100 births was nearly two xxiox^ Wi'sv.w \w^^ v^^^^- 
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ding 3'car. This excess of males is partly due to an {tctual in- 
crease of male births, ajid partly to a diminution in the number 
of females. Thus in 1873, there were 50 more male births, and 
171 less female births than in 1872. In the previous report, it \^as 
remarked that, in but one year since the commencement of regis- 
tration, had the proportion of female births been so large as in 
1872. We now observe that, in only three years, has the pro- 
portion of female births been so small as it was in 1873. 

The whole number of births in the City of Providence in 1873 
was 2,128, being 78 less than in 1872. Of these births in 1873, 
there were 1,110 males, and 1,018 females; thus there were 
109.0 males to each 100 females born ; or, in each 100 births, 
there were 52.21 males and 47.72 females. We thus see that, in 
the City of Providence the proportion of male births w^as larger 
than in the State. The following Table shows a comparison of the 
percentage of male births in the City of Providence, and in the 
State of Rhode Island, for each of the last eight years. 

PERCENTAGE OF MALE BIRTHS. 





1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 

51.10 
50.59 


1867. 


1866. 


Whole State 


52.06 
52.21 


50.22 
48.91 


60.09 
48.78 


51.37 
51.19 


51.19 
51.81 


51.87 
51.10 


51.94 


Providence Citv. ».. 


52.02 







We see from this Table, first, that in 1873, as has been stat<^d, 
the percentage of males, both in the City and in the State, were 
larger than in either of the preceding years mentioned, and also 
that the percentage in the City was larger than in the State, 
a fact which has not occurred since 1869 ; and farther, that the 
percentages of the two were more nearly equal than in any year 
since 1866. 

During the twenty years from 1854-1873 inclusive, the births 
in the City of Providence were 33,622. Of these, 17,257 were 
males, and 16,367 females, or to each 100 females born there 
were 105.4 males; or in each 100 births there were 51.33 males, 
and 48.67 females. From the Table on page 53 we find that, in 
the State for nearly the same period, the proportion of males is 
slightly larger ; it being 105.6 males to each 100 females, and in 
J 00 births 51.35 were males and 48 65 fcm\xVea. 
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SEX AND LOCALITY. 



From Table II, we find that the number and proportion of each 
sex in each division of the State, in 1873, were as follows : 



BIRTHS, 1873. 



Males 

Females , 

Total 

Males to each 100 Females 



Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
Coujity, 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washingrton 
County. 


Whole State. 


146 
113 

259 
129.2 


208 
184 


243 

206 


1,204 
1,152 


1,110 
1,018 


224 
214 


3,135 

2,887 


392 
113.0 


449 
117.9 


2,a')6 
104,5 


2,128 
109.0 


438 

104.7 


6,022 
108.6 



And the foUov^ing Table presents the relative proportion of the 
sexes for each of the last eleven years : 



00 
03 

a 



od 



00 

'3 



BIRTHS. 



1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872, 

1873 



(C O 

PQ 



120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
10! J. 2 
129.2 



3 
O 

C 



98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

110.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 

113.0 



o s 



97.0 
90.6 
108.8 
103.4 
117.8 
100.2 
102.7 
100.0 
132.5 
109.1 
117.9 



St.." 

r s ^ 

Ah 



101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 
104.5 



0) 

o 

u 
0. 



111.4 
97.3 

113.8 
108.4 
104.5 
102.4 
107.5 
104.9 
95.2 
95.7 
109.0 



O 

CO O 
CO 



108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
136.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.3 
110.6 
104.7 



0). 

■♦-» 

03 

419.. 
CO 

O 



105.8 
100.3 
112.9 
108.0 
107.7 
104 6 
104.9 
105.6 
102 8 
100.9 
108.6 



This Table shows that, in 1873, the percentage of male births 
was larger than in 1872, in all the divisions of the State, with the 
exception of Washington county. This increase was the most 
marked in Bristol and Newport counties, and tke le.ojs»t vev nJcv^ 
towns of Providence county. 



56 



Ticenty-First Beyistration Report. 



[1873. 



SEX AND SEASON. 

From Table II we find the number and sex of the children horn 
in each season of the year 1873. From that Table we derive the 
following results, in relation to the proportion of the sexes born 
in the different seasons : 

January to March 685 males. . . .697 females, or. . . .98.3 males to each 100 females. 

April to June 761 males. . . .648 females, or. . . 106.9 males to each 100 females. 

July to September 829 males. . . .754 females, or. . .109.9 males to each 100 females. 

October to December 870 males. . . .788 females, or. . .110.4 males to each 100 females. 

Whole Year 3,136 males... 2,887 females, or...l08.6 males to each 100 females* 

We observe again this year an exception to the rule that the 
largest proportion of male births occurs in the first quarter. In 
1873, the first quarter has the smallest proportion of male births, 
and the largest occurs in the second quarter. There is, in some 
of the months, a striking equality in the number of children 
born of each sex, as will be seen by reference to Table II. Thus 
in March it was precisely the same for each ; in February, there 
were two more girls than boys born, and in November two more 
boys than girls. 

SEASON. 

The following Table shows the number of children born in 
Rhode Island in each quarter of the last six years, and also the 
aggregate for twenty-one years, from 1853-1873 inclusive : 





1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1853-1873. 


January to March 


1,382 
1,399 
1,583 
1,658 


1,348 
1,464 
1,663 
1,668 

6,143 


1,332 
1,299 
1,475 
1,572 


1,183 
1,243 
1,327 
1,462 


1,221 
1,249 
1,391 
1,384 


1,276 
1,280 
1,369 
1,448 


21,463 


Anrll to June. •...■•••• 


21,646 


.Tuiv to September. 


23,623 


Ootober to December. 


23,496 






Total 


6,022 


5,678 


6.215 


6,246 


5,372 


90,026 







Thus, for a period of twenty-one years, we find that the largest 
number of births has been in the third quarter, and-the smallest 
in the first. In 1873, the largest number occurred in the last 
Quarter, and this was also the case in the four preceding years. 
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PARENTAGE. 

Table I shows the parentage of the children born in the State 
of Rhode Island in 1873. The following table shows the par- 
entage of the children born in the State, in each of the last three 
years, and for three periods of five years each ; i. e., from 1858- 
1872. 



PARENTAGE. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


5 years. 
1868-1872. 


6 years. 
1863-1867. 


5 years. 
1858-1862. 


American 


2,751 
2,621 

278 
372 


2,620 

2,806 

303 

414 


2,532 

2,494 

271 

381- 


12.214 

12.366 

1,353 

1,720 


9,712 

9,968 

876 

941 

70 


10,609 

9,697 

814 

755 

223 


Foreiirn 


• 

Am. father and for. mother 

For. father and Am. mother 

Parentaire not stated 














Total 


6,022 


6,143 


5,678 


27,653 


21.567 


22,098 





The percentage of each class, in the periods given above, is as 
follows : 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

Am. fjather and tor. mother 

For. father and Am. mother — 

Total 



1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


5 years. 

1868-.1872. 


5 years. 
18^-1867. 


45.68 


42.65 


44.59 


44.17 


45.18 


43.52 


45.67 


43.93 


44.72 


46.37 


4.62 


4.94 


4.77 


4.89 


4.07 


6.18 


6 74 


6.71 


6.22 


4.38 


100.00 


100.00 


100. OO 


loeoo 


100.00 



5 years. 
1858 -1862. 



48.50 

44;33 

3.72 

3.45 



100.00 



We see from these Tables that the diminution in the number of 
births in 1873, as compared with the previous year, is due to 
those of foreign and mixed parentage. There was an increase in 
those of American parentage, over either of the two previous 
years, and the percentage of these births in 1873 exceeded that of 
the foreign births, the reverse being the case in 1872. The per- 
centage of those of American parentage in 1873 wqi9» iVv^ \t>x^'^ ^^ 
an/ jear since 1868, and that o? foTe^K^w ^^\^\vVol«^ ^^^ '^^w^^'^^ 
8 
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than in either of the last eleven years, and probably smaller than 
in any year since the commencement of registration. Tlie per- 
centafje of those havinor an American father and a foreiofn mother 
was smaller than in any year since 1868, and that of those having 
a foreign father and an American mother was smaller than in 1871 
or 1872, but larger than in the years preceding the latter date. 

From Table I we find that, in the yinw 1873^, there were more 
children born of foreign than of American parentage in each of 
the following towns, viz. : Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, 
North Providence, North Smithfield, Pawtuckct, and Woonsocket. 
In this list in 1872, in addition to the above, were the following : 
Warren, Lincoln, Smithfield, Westerly and the City of Provi- 
dence. 

There were seven towns in 1873, in which there were no births 
of foreign parentage. These were Barrington, Jamestown, Mid- 
dletown, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, Foster, and Exeter. In 
the preceding year three of these towns were not included in this 
list. These were Barrington, Middletovvn and Portsmouth. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

In 1873 there were 163 colored children born. in the State of 
Rhode Island, or eight less than the number of 1872. Of these 
births in 1873, there were 86 males and 77 females. The per- 
centage of male births was 52.76, or tr each 100 females born 
there were 111.7 males. The proportion of males was smaller 
than in either of the three preceding years. 

The number of colored children born in each town of the State 
in 1873 was as follows : 

Bristol 5 Liucoln 1 

Warren 1 Woonsocket 1 

East Greenwich 3 Charlestown 1 

Warwick 5 North Kingstown , 3 

Newport 16 South Kingstown 4 

New Shoreham 1 Richmond 4 

Tiverton 1 Westerly 6 

Burrillville 1 Providence City 109 

V Cranston 1 

Whole State 163 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

According to Table III there were 57 cases of plurality births in 
Rhode Island in 1873. This number is one less than in 1872, 
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and seven less than in either of the two .preceding years. Of the 
number in 1873 there were 22 in the City of Providence, and the 
same number in the towns of Providence county. Of the 57 cases 
in 1873, there were 25 of American, 14 of Irish and 10 of English 
parentage. In 1872, there were 22 of American, 26 of Irish, and 
but one of Englisli parentage. Thus there was a marked increase 
in the latter, a slight increase in those of American parentage, 
and a decided diminution in those of Iri^h parentage. There were 
two cases of triplets in the City of Providence, in one of which all 
were males, and of German parentage, and in the other all were 
females, and of Irish parentage. In 1870, there were also two 
cases of triplets reported, one all males and of American parentage, 
and one of two males and one female of Irish parentage. 

During the twenty-one 3ears from 1853-1873, inclusive, there 
were reported in Rhode Island : 

89,081 cases of single births, giving 89,081 children. 

951 cases of twin births, giving 1,C02 children. 

17 cases of tiiple births, giving 51 children. 

90,049 total cases of child birth, giving 91,034 children. 

Of the whole number of (90,049) cases of child birth, one in 
93.0 produced t\yins; and of the whole number of (91,034) chil- 
dren born, one in 46.6 was a twin. 

Of the whole number of (968) cases of plurality births in twen- 
ty-one years, both parents were American in 427 cases ; both, 
parents were foreign in 464 cases ; in 69 the parentage was mixed,, 
and in 8 unknown. 

Of the 1,953 children born in plurality cases in twenty-one 
years, there were 958 males, and 991 females, and 4 sex not 
known. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics on this point are derived from the returns of 
deaths. In 1873 there were 228 cases of still-born children in 
Ebode Island. This number is 26 more than in 1872, and 5 more 
than in 1871. In 1870, there were 234 cases. Of those reported 
in 1873, there were 131 in the City of Providence. Fourteen 
towns reported no still-birlhs, while in 1872 there were 22 towns 
in which none were reported. 

tjex. — Of the still-born in 1873, there wore 145 males and 83 
females. 
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Parentatje. — Of the 228 cases of still-births, 135 were of Amer- 
ieau, and 93 of foreign parentage. In 1872, the proportions were 
reversed, there being 89 of American to 113 of foreign parentage. 

Color. — In 1873 there were 216 cases of still-births among the 
white popnlation, and 12 among the colored. In 1872, there were 
189 among the former, and 13 among the latter. 

Season. — The number of still-births reported in the several 
months of 1873 was as follows : 



January 26 

February 20 

March 20 

AprU 19 

May 16 

June 12 

July U 



August .* 22 

September 8 

October 20 

November 28 

December 23 

Total 228 



SUMMARY, STILL-BORN. 

The following Table shows the number of still-born, and the 
sex, for the period from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1868, 
and for each of the last five years. 



Males 

Females... 
Not stated. 

Total 



1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


145 


123 


140 


130 


130 


83 


79 


83 


104 


90 


228 


202 


223 


234 


220 



June 1st, 1&')2, to 
Dec.3l8t» 1868. 



1,443 

947 

52 



Total. 



2,111 

1,286 

52 



3,449 



Sex. — We see from the above Table that since the first of June, 
1852, there have been reported in the State of Rhode Island 3,449 
cases of slill-birth. Of these 2,111 were males, 1,286 females, and 
52 sex not stated. This gives 62.14 males and 37.86 females in 
each 100, or 164.15 male to each 100 female still-born children. 

Parentage. — The parentage is not given prior to 1859. From 
1859 — 1873, inclusive, the whole number of still-births was 2,693, 
divided according to parentage as follows: American, 1,151; 
foreign, 1,540 ; not stated, 2 ; total, 2,693. The proportions ac- 
cording to parentage for the- above period are 42.77 American, 
and 57.23 foreign, in each 100. From the Table on page 57, 
where the parentage of all the children born is given, we find 
that, including those of mixed parentage under that of the father, 
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and excliidiiifi those whose parentage was not given, the percent- 
age of American parentage, for a period of sixteen years, was 
45.80, and tiiat of foreign parentage, 54.20. Thus we see, as has 
heen often aliown in these reports, that the proportion of the for- 
eign element among the sUll-boru is larger than fhe foreign pro- 
portion of al! the children born. 

Season. — The season of the year in which the still-liirths oc- 
curred in Rhode Island, for the period of twenty-one years, from 
1853-1873, inclusive, was as follows: 





MOKTHS 


21 years. 


UONTIIS. 


21 


years 


Mouths. 


SI ye 


ara. Months. 


21 yeara. 


Jannary.... 


806 


AprU 




....S5fl 
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.^.UBUBt 
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.aw October.... 
.3lS|KovemDer. 
.288 December. 
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280 
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First Bli B 


Qonlha, 1, 


i86; Becona six month, 


,l,aM; total 


3,610 







NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the 
mother; that is, whether the child whose birth is reported, is the 
first, second or third, etc., child of its mother. The Table shows 
the number of the children born in Rhode Island, in 1873, as well 
as of all born during the sixteen years from 1857 to 1872, inclu- 
sive, and the total for seventeen yeara : 
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Tho proportion of first children born in Rliodc Island in 1873, 
was 25.3 in cadi 100, nnd for the period of seventeen years it was 
25.0. The proportion of second children born in 1873 was 20.§ 
in fiiich 100, and fi)r the pi>riod of seventeen years, it wiis 20.2, 

The following Table shows wh.it percentage of the children born 
in each of the last ten years, was the first, second, third, etc., 
child of the mother. The calculations are only carried to the fifth 
child. 



IS7I. 1870, 1509- 1808. 1887. 



FlraC 

Second 

rourtH 

ruth 

VirBt to Fifth.. 



Sl.IO 
.W 18.90 



The proportion of first children born in 1873, was less than in 
any year since 18C9, and the proportion of second children greater 
than in any yearsinee the latter date. The proportion of children 
np to the fifth was larger than in any of the years mentioned. 
The proportion of firt-t children was a little more than one-fourth 
of the whole immber of children born: 



1873.] 



Marriages. 



63 



MARRIAGES, 1873. 



There were 2,630 marriages reported in Rhode Island in 1873. 
This is 93 more than in 1872, and more than has heen reported in 
any previous j^ear. Table IV, page 7, shows the number of mar- 
riages in each of the divisions of the State, in each month, and in 
each quarter of the year 1873. 

SEASON. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of the 
marriages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1873, 
compiired with the aggregate number and percentage for the 
twenty years previous, i. e. : from 1853-1872. 



1873. 



185.V1872... . 



YEARS. 



Number. . . . 
Percentage 

Number. . . . 
Percentage 



First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


609 


653 


646 


722 


23.16 


24.83 


21.56 


27.45 


8,202 


8.878 


8,454 


10,788 


22.58 


24.44 


23.28 


29.70 



Whole 
Year. 



2,630 
100.00 

36,322 
100.00 



We thus see that, in 1873, the percentages of the first three 
quarters of the year were above, and that of the last quarter, be- 
low the corresponding percentages for the aggregate of twenty 
years. We also observe that the various quarters of the year bear 
the same relation to each other, in 1873, that they do uv t!x^ ^%- 
gregate of the above period. 
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The following Table shows the number of marriages according 
to the nativity of the parties, for eacli of the last ten years, and 
also for the aggregate of sixteen years, from 1858 to 1^73, inclu- 



B,.„,.P.™. 


1873, 


1873. 


1871, 


1870. 


1963. 


lBG8.jlSB7. 


1866. 


18^,5. 


16 
■ ^ WMl. 


United StQtGB 

Foreign (Jountries 

Am, BTOOin, tor. bride.. 
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1,SM 
70! 
138 
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1,4M 
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1.744 
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2,302 


2.380 
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3„118 






qj«U, 




' 









The above Table shows us that, in 1873, the number of mar- 
riages where both parties were natives, and both parties forcign- 
. ers, ivas larger than in either of the previous years. The number 
where the groom was American and thd bride foreign was smaller 
than ill either of the two preceding years ; and the number where 
the groom was foreign and the bride American was smaller than 
in 1872 or in 1870, but larger than in either of the other years 
mentioned. 

The proportion of American, foreign and mixed uiurriages, at 
different dates, and in the aggregate for sixteen years, is shown 
in the following Table, the term mixed being applied to those 
marriages in which one party was of American; and the other of 
foreign parentage. 
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«.« 
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H ••"''■" 


ll.U 
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miiolnw 


^« 


100 no'ion 00100 00100 00 


ion Jo'iM 00100 no 


JMOO 



Wo see from this comparison that, in 1873, the percentage of 
American marriages was larger than in eittiw oi ttvft ttiT^e graced- 
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ing years, and very nearly equal to the average for sixteea years ; 
the percentage of foreign marriages was smaller than in either of 
the same years, and smaller than that of the Aggregate, and the 
percentage of mixed marriages, though smaller than in either of 
the years mentioned, since 18ti4, was somewhat aliove that of the 
aggregate. 

AGES OP PERSONS MARRIED. 

The number of persons married, at the different periods of lifi>, 
in Bhode Island, in 1873, is given in Table V, on page 8. 

The whole number of males and females married at the different 
periods of life, in 1873, was as follows : 
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From the Table on page 8 we find that two men under 25 mar- 
ried women over 35 ; of two men under 30 one married a woman 
over 40, and one a woman over fiO ; twelve men over 70 were 
married, and one of them married a woman under 25. Two 
women under 20 married men from 45 to 55. 

The folI<iwing Table shows the number of persons that have 
been married in Rhode Island, at each period of life, in each of the 
last eight years, viz. ; from 18i>6 to 1873 : 
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We see from this Table that, in 1873, the number of persons 
married under 20 was less than in 1872, and the number from 20 
to 25 greater than in either of the years mentioned. The hitter 
statement is also true of all the periods of life up to 40, with the 
exception above mentioned, and with that of the period from 25 
to 30, in which, in 1872, the number was larger than in 1873. It 
also applies to all up to 55, with two exceptions in the period 
from 40 to 45, and one in the period from 45 to 50. 

The percentage of males and females married at different peri- 
ods of life, in each of the last fourteen years, was as follows : 





YEARS. 


Under20. 


20 to 26. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over 


Total. 




fl860 


5.0 
4.6 
4.2 
3.5 
4.3 
8.5 
5.3 
4.3 
4 1 
4.3 
4.8 
6.3 
4.3 
8.8 

25.8 
29.6 
24.9 
24.9 
24.2 
22.6 
24.7 
25.4 
24.4 
24.1 
26.8 
24.6 
26.7 
25.3 


42.8 
44.5 
37.8 
38.0 
38.8 
37.0 
40.9 
40.1 
39.9 
39.6 
40.4 
40.1 
41.3 
42.4 

44.1 
42 
41.3 
42.6 
43.4 
42.3 
42.9 
40.5 
40.9 
40.5 
39.4 
41.9 
40.5 
40.8 


26.9 
25.4 
27.9 
29.6 
27 3 
28.4 
27.0 
27.9 
28.2 
27.7 
28.1 
28.9 
28.2 
26.7 

17 
15.2 
16.7 
16.9 
17.8 
19.1 
17.4 
19.3 
18.1 
18.7 
17.9 
19.1 
18.4 
17.5 


16.3 
15.5 
18.3 
17.2 
17.9 
18.9 
16.4 
16.8 
17.1 
18 5 
16.0 
16 5 
16.6 
17. 

9.1 

7.8 
11.8 

9.8 
10.3 
11.0 
11-0 
10.0 
11.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.1 

9.9 
12.0 


5.7 
5.8 
5.9 
5.8 
7.4 
7.5 
63 
6.8 
6.1 
6.1 
6.4 
4.9 
5.2 
6.0 

2.6 
4.1 
4.1 
4.1 
2.9 
3.5 
2.7 
3.4 
3.3 
3.4 
3.9 
3.1 
3.2 
2.7 


3.3 
4.2 
5.9 
6.9 
4.3 
4.7 
4.1 
4.1 
4.6 
3.8 
4.3 
4.3 
4.4 
4.1 

14 
1.3 
1.2 
1 7 
1.4 
1.5 
1.3 
1.4 
1.7 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.7 


100.00 




1861 


100.00 




1862 


100.00 




1863 


100.00 




1864 


100.00 


02 


1865 


100.00 


Id 

^ 1 


1866 ... 

1867 


100.00 
100.00 




1868 


100.00 


^ 


1869 


100.00 


« 


1870 

1871 


100.00 
100.00 




1872 


100.00 




.1878 

ri860 


100.00 
100.00 




1861 


100.00 




1862 


100.00 




1863 


100.00 


r/) 


1864 


100.00 


» 


1865 


100.00 




1866 


100.00 


1867 


100.00 


^ 


1868 


100.00 


H 
^ 


1869 


100.00 


1870 


100.00 




1871 


100.00 




1872 


100.00 


1 


.1873 


100.00 



We see from this Table that, in 1873, the percentage of males 
under 20 was smaller than in any year since 1865, and the per- 
centage of males from 20 to 25 larger than in cither year men- 
tioned, with the exception of 1861, while the percentage of those 
from 25 to 30 was smaller than in any year, with the exception of 
1861. The percentage of females under 20 was smaller, and from 
.20 to 25 slightly larger than in the preceding year; the percent- 
age from 30 to 40 was larger than in any year mentioned, with 
the exception of 1869 ; the percentage of those over 50 was 
somewhat larger than for several years. 
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COLORED MARRIAGES. 

In 1873, there were 69 marriages among colored persons in 
Rhode Island, or 7 less than in 1872. 

Of the 69 marriages of colored persons in Ehode Island in 1873, 
there were 52 in the City of Providence, 5 each in Newport and 
South Kingstown, 2 each in Bristol and Westerly, and 1 each in 
Warwick, Smithfield, and Woonsocket. 



DIVORCES. 



We are enabled, in this Report, to resume the consideration of 
the statistics of divorce, which, from a repeal of the law requir- 
ing the returns on this point, were not included in the report 
for the preceding year. We therefore incorporate in this the- 
statistics for the two years 1872 and 1873. It is a matter of re- 
gret that the information on this point is, from the text of the 
statute, so meagre. There is also a want of uniformity in the- 
returns from the different counties, which we trust will be 
rectified in the future. In some cases all the causes allesred are 
given, and in others only the principal one ; in some the causes 
of all applications are given, and in others only of those that were 
granted. We are also left in ignorance whether the suit was 
brought by the husband or wife, merely because the law states 
that the names of the parties shall not be given in the returns. If 
there is any advantage to be gained from these returns, we think 
that it can only be from the most exact information. It is impor- 
tant to know which party brings the suit, and it is important to 
know what was the real motive of the suit, and the real cause for 
which it was granted ; we are less concerned with the additional 
charges that are merely appendages. With this more positive 
information we think that these returns might be made productive 
of benefit to the cause of good morals, and of interest to the stu- 
dent of social science. For the present, however, we must content 
ourselves with such statistics as are at out 3l\s^o^^» 
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DIVORCES, 1872. 

The number of applications for divorce, in 1872, was 281, and 
of these 200 were granted. 

The foilowinfr Tublc presents, for ouch connty in the State, in 
1872, the nnm'ter of applications for divorce, and the nunaber 
granted, with the cause or causes alleged : 
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It will be observed in .this Table that, in Bristol and Providence 
counties, all the causes alleged are given, while in the remaining 
counties only one cause is given in eaeh case. In the cases in 
Providence county, we do not know whether the causes alleged 
are for all the applications or only for those granted. The em- 
bairassment of the present system of returns is, therefore, evident. 
From the above Table we find that, in the State, aside from 
Providence county, 26 applications included or were granted for 
wilful desertion, 10 for adultery, 7 for neglect to provide, etc., 
6 for extreme cruelty, 5 for continued dnmkcnness, and 2 for other 
gross misbehavior. Of those in Providence county, 142 inclu- 
ded or were granted for neglect to provide, etc., 102 for wilful 
desertion, 65 each for "dulteiy and extreme cruelty, 57 for con- 
tinued drunkenness, and 48 for other gross misbehavior. Com- 
paring Providence county, therefore, with the rest of the State, 
we find that, in the former, neglect to provide, etc., constitutes 
the most frequent allegation, while it is the third in the latter. 
Wi'ful desertion is the second most frequent cause alleged in the 
former, while it is the first in the latter. Adultery, which is the 
third in frequency in Providence county, is the second iu the rest 
of the State, and continued dmnkenneBB constitutes the fifth in 
the former, and the fourth in the Mtev. 
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During the year 1872, there were 2,537 marriages, nnd, as wo 
have seen, 200 appUcations lor divorce were graiited. This gives 
one divorce to every 14.5 marriages. 

DIVORCES, 1873. 

The number of applications for divorce, in 1873, was 2fil, and 
of these 173 were granted. 

The following Table presents, for each county in the State, in 
1873, the number of applications for divorce and the number 
granted, with the cause or c;mses alleged. It will be observed 
that, in this T^ble, all the causes alleged are given in Providence 
county, and in Newport county one cause is given for each appli 
cation, and in neither county do we know which were and which 
were not granted. 
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From the above Table we see that in Providence county neglect 
to provide, &c., again constitutes the most frequent cause, while in 
the rest of the State it stands third. Wilful desertion isthesecond 
in frequency in Providence county, and the first in the rest of the 
Stale. Continued drunkenness is the third in Providence county, 
and the fourth in the rest of the State, while adultery, which is 
but the fourth in Providence county, is the second in the rest of 
the State. From this Table, therefore, and from the one for 1872, 
on the previous page, we see that adultery is less frequently 
brought forward as a cause for divorce in Providence county than 
in the rest of the State. 

In the year 1873, there were 2,630 marriages in the State of 
Rhode Island, and 173 applicaUons ^ot (i.\>io"cii% ^TOAfc^i.,^'^ Ss^^^ 
there was one divorce to every 15 .2 mati:\a%«.ft. 
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The following Table presents the number of divorces granted in 
each of the counties of the State, with the proportion to the num- 
ber of marriages, for each of the bist five years : 
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From this comparison we find that, for the period of five years, 
the proportion of divorces to marriages has been the greatest in 
Washington county, and the least in Newport county, while Provi- 
dence county occupies the middle ground. It is probable, how- 
ever, that the proportion for Providence county is smaller than it 
should he, and the proportion for the other counties larger than 
they should be, for the reason that very many marriages of per- 
sons residing in the other counties, are solemnized and recorded 
in Providence county ; and thus the proportion of divorces to mar- 
riages is smaller than it should be in Providence county, and 
larger than it sbonld be in the other counties of the State. But 
even the smallest proportions given are, we think, a disgrace to 
onr State and civilization. If the rite of marriage has any import, 
if it implies anything more than mere cohabitation at pleasure, 
then surely the proporti<m of divorces to marriages should be 
greatly reduced. This is not the place to consider the objections 
urged against more stringent laws on this subject, hut It must he 
obvious to every thoughtful, candid mind, that the very founda- 
tions of society, and the whole fabric of domestic virtues and hap- 
piness are imperilled, if marriage vows are to be ao easily set 
a^ide. 
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There were 4,403 deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island, 
in 1873. This is 156 more than in the preceding year, and more 
than in any previous year. In 'the City of Providence there were 
1,742, which is 139 more than in 1872 ; while in the towns of Provi- 
dence county there were 12 less deaths than in the preceding 
year. From the table on page 51 we sec that there were 26 less 
deaths in Bristol county, and 43 less in Kent county, than in 1872, 
while there were 90 more in Newport county, and 8 more in Wash- 
ington county. In 1873, the proportion of deaths to the population 
was one in 49.4, while in 1872 it was one in 51.2, in 1871 one in 
65.1, and in 1870 one in 67.1. This apparent increase depends 
somewhat upon the fact that the census of 1870 still remains the 
basis of calculation. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4,403 decedents in 1873, 2,166 were males, and 2,237 
were females. 

The following Table shows the number and proportion of males 
and females among the decedents, and among the children born in 
Rhode Island, during the last twenty-one years ; 

' 10 years, 1853-1862. . . .10,930 males ll,26t) females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,633 males 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females. 

1865 1,686 males 1,719 females or 98.1 males to 100 temales. 

186K 1,497 males 1,473 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 1.442 males 1,447 females or 9S).7 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,413 males — 1,499 females or 94.3 males to 100 females. 

1869 l,69t) males. .... 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 1,588 males 1,650 females or 9(>.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 miales 1,723 females or 94.1 males to 100 females. 

1872 2.118males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. 

1873 2,166 males 2,237 females or 95.5 males to 100 tets^iaAfta., 

21 years 1 . .29,411 males 30,145 femalea ox ^"V .'5» xsvaJisa. \ft^sRi\«a^^^JSsR., 
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7«ar8, 1893-180!.. ..IS^T males Vt.1/60te 



ff 109.4 males to 100 fe 
ir lUS-E males to 100 te 



.. l,OitS mules 2.464 temRles or 10T.7 

.. V4S males I,<»I Temales orlu4^ 

,. S.OSSm.iles VWfemHles. 



males to lOO fe 



%S!i males 2,S3e (Smales... 

a,S79 males a,80Ofemales... 

IBTa. 3,oee males 3,0W females... 



irlOO.emalE-atolOOfe 



We see fnira the first of tliese Tiibles that the pruporlion of 
malea among the dcredeiits, in 1873, wiis tlecideclly less than iu 
1872,' and less than the average foi" twenty-one years; iind fiom 
the second Table that, among the births, the proportion of mates 
was much lurger than in the previous year, and larger tlian the 
average for twenty-one years. Thus in these respects the twn 
years arc precisely opposite. In 1873, there were 48 more deaths 
and 50 more births of males, white among females there were 108 
more deaths, and the births were 171 less than in 1872. 

8EX AND SEASON. 

Table VI on page 9 shows the sex of the decedents in each 
month of the year 1873, iu each division of the Sfaite. The fol- 
lowing Table shows the number and pert-entage of deaths in 
Rhode Island, in each quarter of the last four years, and also in 
the aggregate for seventeen years, from 1853—18(59 : 





'"■ 


1S7S. 


1871. 


wo. 


1S53-1S». 


SEASON. 


1 


1 


1 




1 
1 


1 


i 


1 
1 


1 

1 


1 




],04( 
1,070 
1,!7< 
LflOO 


».flO 


1,470 


S4.6I 
iS.17 


1,003 


20.70 
24.87 


1,027 
7B3 


19.H7 
31.78 
24,49 


10,219 
B,348 

11,037 








S U be 


BOSS 


Outober— December 


55.00 


Total 


4.4oJ 


.00.0. 


4...7 


.00.00 


3,344 


loo.co 


3,23) 


OO.OO 


44,3K5 









This Table shows us that the percentage of deaths in the first 
quarter, in 1873, though larger than in 1872, was smaller than in 
the preceding years mentioned, and but a little larger than that of 
the aggregate of seventeen years ; the ipetcenVjL^e ot \Ift.e %«^»tad 
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quarter was much larger than that of either of the preceding years 
given in the Table, and than the aggregate ; that of the third 
quarter was very much smaller than in 1872, smaller than in the 
other years mentioned, and smaller than thnt of the aggregate ; 
and .that of the fourth quarter was also smaller than in either of 
the preceding year:*, or in the aggregate. 

The Table below shows the number of deaths in each month, in 
the order of mortality, for each of the last four years : 



1873. 

August 462 

July 418 

September 898 

May 387 

January 364 

April 363 

March 354 

December 313 

October 342 

February 330 

November 324 

June 320 



1872. 

July 506 

August ,.500 

September 4f)4 

December 342 

March 332 

October 329 

April 324 

November 313 

May 310 

February 297 

Juno 274 

January 256 



1871. 

August 347 

July 340 

September .... 316 

December 312 

March 291 

February 283 

October 2'» 

January 247 

November 244 

April 238 

May 231 

June 226 



1870. 

August 896 

July 333 

January 301 

September 298 

December 282 

October 271 

March 266 

November 240 

February 224 

May 223 

April 220 

June 194 



A comparison between the last two years, as given in the above 
Table, is quite striking. In 1872, there were three months which 
had more deaths than any month in 1873. Nine months of 1873 
then intervene between the third and the fourth months of 1872. 
There were five months of 1872 which had fewer deaths than any 
m(mth in 1873- We observe that the first three months, in point 
of frequency, viz. : July, August and September, are the same as 
for the two preceding years, although the arrangement varies. 
June is as usual at the foot ol the list. May stands unusually 
high, and November unu&ually low in comparative mortality. 



PARENTAGE OF THE DECEDENTS. 

The parentage of the decedents in the State of Rhode Island, in 
1873, determined bv the birth place of the father of the decedent, 
was as follows : American parentage, 2, nil ; foreign parentage, 
1,792 ; total, 4,403. Eight towns reported no decedents of for- 
eign birth ; these were Barrington, Jamestown, Little Compton, 
Middletown, New Shoreham, Foster, Charlestown, and Exeter. 
Four towns each reported less than four decedents ; these were 
West Greenwich, Scituate, Hopkinton and Richmond. Four 
towns in Providence county reported more decedents of foreign 
than of American parentage; Ibieae v^^x^ Q,\x\s^^\\5\\A^ "^^^^"^ 

10 
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Smithficld, Pjiwtuckot ami Woonaocket. In the City of Provi- 
dence, however, there were but four more decedents of Ameiicau 
than of fiireign parentage. The four towns in Providence county 
just named reported, in 1873, more children born of foreign than 
of American parentage. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of the 
decedents of American and of foreign pai-entage in Ehode Island, 
in each of the last five years, and also in the aggregate for sixteen 
years, from 1858-1873 : 





1873. 


1B7S. J871. 


1870. 


ISIW, 


185b-187S. 


rARESTAGE. 


1 


1 


1 


° ' 1 
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1 
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1 


g 

1 




1 




1,7B2 


5».Sfl S,aB3 


1B.0I 1,M1 


se.as 

13. 7E 


:,7B9 55.5S 

1,13a 41.4S 


1.B47: 57.S" 


a),4S4 




F 














1 












4,403 




lOO.dOl 3,S44 


LflO.OD 


SZ^.r«M 


3JB2i™nn 

























It is evident from thia Table that, in 1873, the percentage of 
decedents of American parentage was larger than in either ot the 
given year*, and about one per cent, more than for the aggregate 
of sixteen yeara. 



E OF DECEDENTS. 



Table I gives the aggregate and average age of the decedents, 
in each town and division of the State, in 1873. The number of 
decedents of each sex, in each division of ages, is shown for each 
town in the State, in Table VII, beginning on page 10. 

From the first Table we find that the average age of all the 
males, who died in Rhode Island, in 1873, was 26.18 years, and 
the average age of all the female decedents was 28.1)2 years. The 
greatest average age in any town in the State was 52.50 years, in 
Jamestown, and the least average age 18.86 years, in North 
Providence. In only two towns in the State was the average age 
less than in the City of Providence ; these were Lincoln and North 
Providence. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents, in 
each dlvi^iioo of the State, iu each of the last four years, and also 



in the aggregate for three periods of five j'eara each, viz. 
1858-1862, from 1863-1867, uud from 1868-1872 : 



75 
: from 





1873. 




mu 


mo. 


1808-1972. 

live years 


Five jeara 


Five years 






31.« 


:n.3i 

3B.3i 
U.33 

SO 65 
£1.68 


35.41 
a8.75 
S7.6B 
30. M 

iBM 


3B.67 


S4.7B 

33.54 
28. lU 

30. S7 












M.30 
U.Df> 
J 1.39 


ST.ei 

a6.9C 


35 01 


Proviatnoe County, Towns.... 

ProTiilenoe City 

WasbluEtoTi County 


2B.U 
S3. 78 
3i.1l 




.1.U 


29.77 


„.J„,. 


31.66 


■ 













This Table shows us that, in 1873, the avornge age of all the 
decedents in the Staite was decidedly less than in either of the 
preceding years mentioned, and less than in the aggregate of 
either of tlic above periods. The same lemarli holds good for 
Newport county, for the towns of Providence county, and for the 
City of Providence. It is also true of Bristol county, with the 
exception of the year 1872. In Washington county tha average 
age was greater than in either of the above years or perioils. The 
greatest average age was in Washington cmiuty, and the least in. 
the City of Providence. Usually, in the towns of Providence 
county, the average age is !es.< than in theCity of Providence, but, 
as is evidt^nt from the above Talile, this was not the case in 1873. 



PERCkNTAGB of decedents at DIFFEKEKT AGES. 

The follow'ng Table showii the percentiige of decedents, in each 
division of ages, in each of the last eleven years, and also in the 
aggregate mortality for ttni years and seven nnmths preceding, i. e. 
from June 1st, 1852, to Decemlicr 31st, 1862, inchisive : 
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„.,„.,. o,™. 


iWlZ. 


,„. 


™. 


»,. 


JBSO. 


1866. 


18fl7. 


""■ 


186B. 


1804. 


,„. 


■I" 


Dnderlyear. 

landnndurX..... 
Band under B.... 


19.S 
9.1 


K.S 


1S.8 


7.3 

6.! 


8.8 


19,0 
7.6 


IT.S 

4.e 


... 

6-9 


:: 


lll.l 

12.1 


U.8 

e.7 

11., 


17.0 


Total anderfl. 

aand under 10.. . 
lOandnndOTM...- 
SOanaundorSO... 
30 ana undergo..., 
ManduoaerM.... 
SO and under GO.... 
BO and under 70.... 
TO and under 60.... 
60 and under SO.... 
00 and over .-. 


38.0 

B.:i 

0.0 

7.0 
S.8 

1.5 


SO .a 

1.7 
6.B 

S.S 


S.S 

10.3 

1.6 
7,8 

8.8 
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3S.4 

7.8 
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S3.1 

S.O 
4.S 

9.! 


SB.2 
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80.4 
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36.0 
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9.0 
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36.* 

6.3 

7.2 

s.a 

R.6 
7.1 

7.fl 


35.6 

0.0 
6.4 

8-6 

7.0 
7.7 
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87.0 
6,0 

9.5 

7.5 

e.9 
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Total 


1IH.D 


,«.. 
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™, 


100.0 


100.1] 


lOo.i 


100.( 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



This Table shcwa iia thnt, in 1873, the percentage of rlecedenta 
under one year was eonatderaltly less than in 1872, while that of 
those from 1 to 2, and from 2 to 5, was larger, thus making the 
percentage of those under five & little more than in 1872. It may 
he remeiiibered (hat, in 1872, the large percentage of those tnider 
one year was due chiefly to the deaths from choleni infantum. 
We presume that the increased pcrceulage, in 1873, of those 
between one and five years of age, is principally owing to the 
mortality of scarlet fever, to which we shall again refer. The 
percentage of deaths under five years, in 1873, was larger than in 
any of the ten preceding years, though not equal to that of the 
period from 1852-1862. The percentage of deaths from 5 to 10, 
in 1873, was also much larger than 18V2, and is probably due to 
the cause above mentioned. The percentages of 186!', 1865 and 
1864, for this period of life, are each larger than that of 1873, 
and in each of these years there was a large mortality from scarlet 
fever. In 1873, the percentage of mortality in all the periods 
from 20 to 70 were less than in the preceding year. 
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COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The number of deaths among colored persons in Rhode Island, 
in 1873, was 160, or 24 less than in 1872.* These deaths oc- 
curred in the diflerent towns in the State, as follows : Providence 
City, 106 ; Newport, 15 ; Warwick, 7 ; North Kingstown, 4 ; East 
Providence, South Kingstown and Westerly, each 3; Bristol, 
Wnrren, East Greenwich, Tiverton, North Providence and Woon- 
socket, each 2 ; and West Greenwich, Portsmouth, Cranston, 
Pawtucket, Smithfield, Chariest own, and Richmond, each 1. 

Sex. — Of these deaths, there were 84 males, and 76 females. 

Season. — These dcathi? occurred in the different months as fol- 
lows : 

January 6 August 12 

February 12 September 12 

March 8 October 19 

April 12 November .15 

May 17 December 12 

June 10 — 

July 25 Total 160 

The average age of the colored decedents, in 1873, was as fol- 
lows : 

Providence City. Rest of State. Wbole State. 

Males 22.85 27.42 24.54 

Females. 31.05 41 69 34.27 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION. 

The number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, 
in 1873, as compared with the colored population by the census 
of 1870, is as fn^llows : 



♦In maMng up the Table of colored births and deaths, for the Report in 1872, a 
mistake occurred, by which the colored deaths in the City of Providence were re- 
ported as 1>4, instead of 142: and the colored births as 90, instead of 99. This correction 
would make the colored deaths in the State, in 1872, 184, instead of 136; and the colored 
births 171, instead of 162, as stated in the Report for that year. 
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In 1872, there «as one Itirth to every 30.0, onu marriage to 
every 33.7, and one Joith to every 27.9. It will he perceived by 
the jihove Tiilile that, in 1873, there were fewer births, marriages 
and deaths in proijortion to the colored population. 

The following Tabic shows the number of births, inarriag<'9 and 
deathtj among the colored popnlation of Rhode Island, =ji each of 
the' last thirteen yeais : 



Totiii i.iaib 























































simrtiTiages 


































1S73 


163 births 


(Smarrlaies 


. .. leodaatlis 



76(i TiniTlnKes 1.6]3deBths. 

It will be seen from the above Table that, in 1873, the births 
and deaths were, with the exception of 1872, more numerous than 
in either of the preceding years, while in fonr years there were 
more marriages. Tlie births exceeded the deaths, in 1873, by 
only 3, and in the preceding year the deaths exceeded the births 
by 13. For the whole period of thirteen years, the deaths ex- 
ceeded the births by only 2 ; in 1872, for twelve years, the deaths 
exceeded the births by 5. In a previous report it was stated that, 
for the period of ten yours from 18^1, th& deaths exceeded the 
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births in a constantly diminishing ratio. At the end of the elev- 
enth year, the births exceeded the deaths by 8. Comparing this 
with the statements made it will be seen that at present the births 
and deaths are very nearly equal. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 187.^. 



The whole number of deaths in Rhode Island, in 1873, as has 
been already stated, was 4,403.' In Tables VIII, IX and X, we 
have given the sex, age and parentage of the decedents from 
each cause of death, together with the number from each cause, in 
each month of the year, and the percentageof mortality from each 
cause, and from each class of causes, in each division of the State. 

We are gratified to notice in the returns, for this year, a marked 
diminuticm in the number of deaths reported from unknown 
causes. There were, in 1873, but 217 deaths thus reported, in- 
cluding 5 cases of ibudden death, while in 1872 there were 376 
deaths under this head, also including 5 cases of sudden de^th. 
We trust that this improvement will continue, and that the num- 
ber of deaths for which no cause is assigned will constantly dimin- 
ish, until it reaches a legitimate proportion. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths reported 
in 1873, in each division of the State, and the number and pro- 
portion of the deaths in each division for which no cause was 
assigned : 
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The following Table shows the number of deaths reported as 
unknown, for each division of the State, and for the whole State, 
in each of the last eleven years : 
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1866, 




1866, 
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163.0 
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41.2 



151.0 
13.3 



o 

■♦a 



11.2 

12.6 
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19.3 

81.2 

5.8 

16.0 
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11.6 
13.4 
22.4 
34.5 
20.3 
'52.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 
25.4 



ft o o 
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8.5 
8.2 
9.5 
74 
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5.3 
11.8 
8.4 
6.8 
98 
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46.7 
45.7 
55.0 
45.0 
64.0 
46.2 
83.6 
90.2 
83.6 
72.8 
102.5 
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24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.3 
14.3 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 
9.8 
9.8 
27.5 
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O 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 
13.0 
11.3 
20.3 



We see, therefore, how favorably 1873 compares, in this re- 
spect with tlie preceding year. Tlie improvement is conspicuous 
in all the divisions of the State, with the exception of the towns* 
in North Providence, where the number returned as unknown 
remains disgracefully large. 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the thirteen principal causes of death 
in Rhode Island, wilh the number reported from each cause, in 
each of the last three j'ears, and in the aggregate for eighteen 
years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 
1870. 



1873. 




Whole Number. . .4,403 



Consumption 580 

Scarlatina 287 

(;holera lnfantum,.2f5 

Old Age 254 

Pneumonia and 

Conge8. Lungs.. .234 
Fever, Typhoid,&c.212 
Heart, Diseases of. 189 
Accidents (various) 

13« 

Brain, Diseases of..l36 
Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 134 

Cancer (nil kinds). 106 




Whole Number. . .4,247 



Consumption 587 

Cholera Infantum. .391 

Old Age 233 

Pneumonia 229 

Fever, Typhoid, 

&c 225 

Heart, Diseases of. 189 
Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 125 

Convulsions and 

Fits 120 

Accidents (various) 

116 

Diarrhoea 1(K) 

Cancer (all kinds. 95 



June let, 1852, to Dec. 
31st, 1870—18 yrs. 7 ms. 



Whole Number. .3,344 



Consumption 527 

Old Age ....232 

Pneumonia 218 

Cholera Infantum. 172 
Apoplexy and 

Paralysis :i56 

Heart, Diseases of .144 
Fever, Typhoid, 

&c 142 

Accidents (all 

kinds) 106 

Convulsions and 

Fits 83 

Croup 72 

(llyCLTOcepYisAwa 11 



Whole Number. .48,291 



Consumption . . . .8,428 

old Age 2,551 

Pneumonia 2,540 

Scarlatina 2,154 

Cholera Iufantuni2,0G2 
Fevers, Typhoid, 

&c 1,797 

Dysentery 1,775 

Heart, Diseases 

of 1,569 

Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 1,496 

Accidents (all 

kinds) 1,498 

Group 1,029 



Meningitis, Spinal 

and Cerebrospinal /Dysen teVy 8a\Sca,v\at\iia ^XVio'siu^^'vQitia ^iv^ 

I(/6Croup 66\Oaiic«x ;,a\i \lViv^sV ^\ ^^^^ ;• , --'WSt 

Convulsions A JFita. 971 \ \a^eacoci«^>aaJL\5&. 
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From the above list it is seen that, in 1873, there was a dimi- 
nution in the number of deaths from Consumption, Cholera Infan- 
tum, Typhoid Fever, and Convulsions, and an increase in those 
from Old Age, Pneumonia, Accidents, Apoplexy and Paralysis, 
and Cancer. Scarlatina, which did not appear in the list of 1872, 
stands second among the causes of death in 1873. It will be 
observed that the number of deaths from Diseases of the Heart is 
the .same in 1873 as in 1872. We have included, in 1873, the 
deaths reported under the several titles. Disease of, Congestion of, 
and Inflammation of, the Brain ; in each year, the deaths thus re- 
ported have been quite numerous, but they have not hitherto been 
included in this list. We have also added to the list the deaths 
reported under the various heads of Meningitis, Spinal Meningi- 
tis and Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. Diarrhoea, Dysentery and 
Croup, which were included in the list for 1872, do not appear in 
1873. 

The following Table shows the sex, parentage and ages of the 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in connec- 
tion with sixteen of the most important causes of death, in Rhode 
Island, in 1873. 

11 
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ACCIDENTS. 

We find that, in 1873, there were 138 deaths from all kinds of 
accidents, including 5 from poisoning and 14 from drowning. In 
1872, the number of deaths reported from accidents was 116. 
There were 16 deaths from railroad accidents, which is but one 
more than in 1872. In 1873, more than half the deaths from 
accidents, or 54.4 per cent, were among those of foreign parent- 
age, while in 1872 there were 46.6 per cent, of foreign birth. The 
number of females dying from accident in tlie two years is the 
same. The greatest number of deaths from accident, as usual, is 
in the period under five years of age, and the next in the decade 
from 20-30 ; in Ihe preceding year these periods were reversed. 

SMALL l»OX. 

The deaths from this cause do not appear in the Table on page 
82. As it always engrosses so much of the public attention, how- 
ever, we will state here that there were, in 1873, in the State of 
Rhode Island, 28 deaths from Small Pox. This is three more 
than were reported in 1872, and it is the largest number that has 
ever appeared in these reports. If we compare it, however, with 
the mortality from this disease in other places, it will be seen that 
we still preserve an unusual exemption. With a present popula- 
tion in the State of probably 250,000, and with frequent extensive 
outbreaks of the disease in cities outside of the State, and with 
which we have most intimate connections, it is a matter of no 
small satisfaction to find the spread of the disease in our own bor- 
ders so constantly kept in check. The history of Small Pox in 
the State of Rhode Island and in the City of Providence, for the 
last thirty years, furnishes most damaging arguments against all 
such an ti- vaccination efforts as crop out from time to time, and as 
are just now being put forward in Montreal. 

Of the 28 deaths from Small Pox, in 1^73, 21 were males, and' 
7 females ; 20 were of American, and 8 of foreign parentage ; 3 were 
under 5 years of age, 8 from 10-20, and 9 from 20-30. Four- 
teen deaths, or one-half, of the whole number, occurred in the 
City of Providence, and 11 in the towns of Providence County. 
There were no deaths from Small Pox in either Kent or Newport 
Countiea; in Bristol county there were two deaths, and in Wash- 
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ington county, one. Of these deaths 6 occurred in January, 7 in 
February, 5 in March, and 4 in April. 

SCARLATINA. 

It has been stated that, next to Consumption, this disease caused 
the largest number of deaths, in 1873. Six and one-half per cent, 
of the entire mortality of the year was due to Scarlatina. The 
number of deaths from this cause was 287. The relations between 
sex and parentage, as given in the preceding Table, are rather 
curious. The number of males and the number of foreign parent- 
age are the same, viz. : 124 ; and the number of females and the 
number of American parentage are the same, viz. : 163. The 
largest number of monthly deaths occurred respectively in Decem- 
ber, November, January, October, September, etc. In Decem- 
ber of the preceding year, there were but three deaths from this 
cause ; then followed the outbreak in January, 1873, causing 27 
deaths. This mortality, instead of being kept up, as we might 
have expected, dropped down, in February, to the minimum of 
the year, viz. : 12. It then rose and fell in two series of waves, 
and finally, during the last six months of the year, gradually rose 
until it reached the maximum of the year, 58 in December, caus- 
ing, in the last four months of the j'car, the death of 140 persons. 
Sixty per cent, of the entire mortality of Scarlatina occurred in 
children under five years of age. It will be observed that 8 per- 
sons over twenty years of age died from this cause. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, and the 
number of deaths from Scarlatina, with the proportion of the 
whole number, in each of the divisions of the State, in 1873 : 
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Whole Number of Deaths. 
Deaths from Scarlatina. . . . 
One in 



We thus see that the largest proportionate mortality from Scar- 
latina was in Newport county, then in Washington county, and 
then in the City of Providence. The smallest ^roijovtlaw ^ii& va. 
Kent county. 
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It has been stated that the uumber of deaths from Scarlatinst 
(287) in 1873 was larger than ever reported from this cause. 
It may be interesting, therefore, to recur to the history of this 
disease in the State of Rhode Island. The following Table pre- 
sents, for each of the last nineteen yeara, the whole number of 
deaths, the number from Scarlatina, with the percentage of the 
whole number, the sex and parentage (so far as possible) of the 
decedents, and the nnmber of decedents in ea 'h division of the 
State: 



SCARLATISA. 



.,«J 



Of 1,514 deaths from Scarlatina, from 1863-1873, there were 
.S65 under the age of 5 yeara. 
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The above Table presents a variety of facts for our considera- 
tion. It will be observed that, in the period of twenty years, 
there have been six severe epidemics of this disease. Although 
the nuntber of deaths from this cause, in 1873, was larger than in 
either of the other years, the percentage was not nearly as large 
as in either of the other epidemics. It is to be borne in mind 
that, in the early years, the system ot* registration was not as 
complete in the State as it has been for several years past, and 
consequently the percentage (10.2) of the epidemic of 1856 may 
be hfgher than it really should be. As it stands, however, it is 
the highest percentage of mortality from Scarlatina in nineteen 
years. The percentage of 1858 stands next, and then that of 
1869, in which year, as has been stated, the number of deaths 
was but one less than in 1873. 

We also remark that, for the period of nineteen years the deaths 
from Scarlatina are very nearly equally divided between the sexes, 
and the same is true of parentage for the period in which the sta- 
tistics of parentage are lurnished by the reports. 

The following Table shows the proportion of deaths from Scar- 
latina to the whole number of deaths in each division of the State 
for the period of nineteen years : 
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We see, therefore, from this Table that, for the whole period 
of nineteen years, the largest proportion of deaths from Scarlatina 
has occurred in the City ot Providence, and the smallest in Kent 
county. 

It may not be uninteresting to contrast the six epidemics re- 
ferred to above, in regard to the proportionate mortality from this- 
disease in the dilTerent divisions of the State : 
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PROPORTIONATE MORTALITY FROM SCARLATINA. 



YEARS. 
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It will be seen from this Table that the most fatal epidemic in 
the State was in 1856, and this epidemic was most fatal in the 
towns of Providence county, and nearly as fatal in the City of 
Providence. The epidemics of 1858 and 1873 were the most 
fatal in Newport county ; those of 1864 and 1869, in the City of 
Providence, the latter being almost as fatal in Bristol and Wash- 
ington counties ; and the epidemic of 1865 the most fatal in Bris- 
tol county. On the other hand, we observe the great immunity 
of Bristol county in 1864, of Kent county in 1856 and 1873, of 
Newport county in 1865, and of Washington county in 1856. It 
is evident from the Table that, in 1^56, the epidemic was almost 
confined to the City and county of Providence. In 1858, when 
the disef^se prevailed to such a degree in Newport county, the City 
of Providence had a smaller proportionate mortality from this 
cause than in either of the other epidemics ; and, in 1873, when 
it was again most prevalent in Newport county, in the City of 
Providence the mortality was next to the least. The epidemic of 
1864 was confined to the City and county of Providence, and to 
the adjoining county of Kent. In 1869, when the epidemic was 
most severe in the City of Providence, the towns of Providence 
county suflFered less than in either of the other epidemics, with 
the exception of 1873. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths from this disease, as has'beeu stated, 

was 285 ; a larger number than in any previous year, with the 

excej)tion of 1872. Of these deaths, 105 occuvred in the month 
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of August and 89 in July. Of the whole number 221, or more 
than aeventy-five per cent, occurred in children under one year of 
age, and about the same proportion of the whole number were in 
the City and county of Providence. The following Tahlc shows 
the number of deaths from Cholera Infantum, for each of the last 
nine years, with the sex and paientage of the decedents, and the 
numiter in each division of the State : 
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We see, therefore, that, from this cause, in 1873, there were 
more decedents of American than of foreign parentage; this has 
occurred but twice previously in the above period. Of the 1,738 
decedents for the last nine years, there were 51.4 per cent, males, 
and 52.4 per cent, of foreign parentage ; and of the whole number, 
952, or 54.8 per cent., were under one year of age. As to local- 
ity, we find that 39.5 per cent, occurred in the City of Provi- 
dence, and 3fi,2 per cent, in the towns of Providence countj', 
leaving 24.3 per cent, for the rest of the State. 



There were 63 deaths from Measles in 1873, which is much 
larger than ever reported from this source of infantile mortality. 
The deaths from this cause, in Wli, -ssCTftl^-, "w>.^.%'V^,'^^«wb."-«. 
12 
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1870, 26. These deaths in 1873, were very nearly equally divided 
between the sexes and as to parentage ; there being 30 males and 
33 females, and 33 of American and 30 of foreign parentage. 
More than half of the number occurred in the three months of 
April, May and June. As to age, 57 were under five years, and 
of these 17 were under one year; 23 were between 1 and 2, and 
17 between 2 and 5 years of age. As to locality, 27 of them oc- 
curred in the City of Providence, and 23 in the towns of Provi- 
dence county, while there were no deaths from this cause in 
Washington county. 

We will now consider some of the diseases of adult life, as 
comprised in the Table on page 82, and, first, that which always 
heads the list. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The number of deaths from Consumption, in the State of Rhode 
Island, in 1873, was 580, or 17 less than in the preceding year. 

The following Table shows the total number of deaths from all 
known causes, with the number and percentage from Consumption 
in the several divisions of the State, in each of the last ten years, 
and the total for fourteen years, viz. : from 1860-1873 : 
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CONSUMPTION. — NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE. 
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The preceding Table showa iia that the percentage of deaths 
from Coiisiimptioii, in 1873, was less than in either of the preced- 
ing yciirs mentioned. It will also be observed that, with one 
slight exception, this percentage ha.s lieen gradually diminishing 
for the liist six jeiirs. In Newport and Washington counties, 
however, the percentage, in 1873, was larger than in the two pre- 
ceding years ; and, in Kent County, it was larger than in 1872. 
It is gratifying to find that, in the City ci ?'co-x\'i'i'a«ift,'^t ■<^\'y«:J^ 
age mis smaller than in either ai tt\e 'pteceft^TO'g.'^eax*- 
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PNEUMONIA AND COSGESTIOH OP THE LUNQ8. 

There were 234 deaths reported from these causes in Rhode 
Island, ia 1873, being 5 more than in 1872, and the largest pre- 
viously reported. 

The foUowiug Table shows for each of the last nine years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number from these causes, with the 
percentage of the whole number, the sex and parentage of the 
decedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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And the following Table shows the ages of the decedents from 
these diseases, in each of the same years : 
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We see from these Tables that, while the number of deaths 
from Pneumonia and Congestion of the Lungs, in 1873, was larger 
than in the previous years, the percentage of mortality from these 
diseases was less than in any year, except 1865, The proportion- 
ate mortality among those of American parentage was larger than 
for several years, and there was a great increase in the number of 
decedents under five years of age. Nearly half of the whole num- 
ber of deaths from these diseases occurred in the first four months 
of the year. Comparing the different divisions of the State, for 
the two years 1872 and 1873, we find in Washington county, and 
in the City of Providence, but very slight variations in the mor- 
tality of Pneumonia, while in Bristol county it was precisely the 
same. 

Looking at the total number of deaths for nine years, we find 
that they are very equally divided as to sex, and nearly sixty per 
cent, were of American parentage. Nearly one-half of the deaths 
were in the City of Providence, and more than one-third were 
under five years of age. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART. 



The number of deaths from Diseases of the Heart, in the State 
of Khode Island, in 1873, was 189, precisely the same number as 
was reported in 1872. 

The following Tabic shows, for each o? \\i&\'aaV-a\w^^'«s«s,,'^fe 
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whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from Diseases of 
the Heart, with the percentage of the same, the sex and parentagf 
of the decedents, nnd the number in each division of the State : 
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And the following Table shows the periods of life of the dece- 
dents from those diseases, in the same years : 
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It is evident from the first of these Tables that the percentage 
of deaths from Diseases of the Heart, in 1873, was less than in 
the previous year. The contrast between the sexes in the two 
years is quite remarkable ; equally so is the similar proportion as 
to parentage. In the City of Providence there was an increase in 
the number of deaths from these diseases, and a diminution in the 
towns of Providence county. In the remaining divisions of the 
State, the numbers vary but little in the two years. In 1873 
there was quite an increase in the number of deaths in the period 
of liie from 70 to 80, and there were more deaths in the penod 
from 30 to 40 than in either of the previous years. 

Looking at the total number of deaths from these diseases for 
nine years, we find that more than one-half are males, and two- 
thirds of the decedents are of American parentage. Nearly one- 
half of the deaths occurred in the City of Providence, and more 
than one-third between the ages of 60 and 80, the similarity 
between the two decades included in this period being quite 
striking. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 134 deaths from Apoplexy and Paralysis in the 
State of Rhode Island, in 1873, or 9 more than in the preceding 
year. The following Table shows, for each of the last nine years,, 
the whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from these 
causes, with the percentage of the whole number, the sex and 
parentage of the decedents, and the number in each division of." 
the State : 
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The following Table shuwa the ngcs of the decedents from these 
diseases, in each of the same years : 
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We see from the first of these Tables that although, in 1873, 
there were & few more deattis fromttiefte c8.\iafeafti».^ vQ.\%'\^,"3fe\. 
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with the exception of that year, the percentage of mortality was 
binaller than in any year since 18(i5. AmoDg the decedents there 
was a prepduderance of females, and fewer males than in either of ■ 
the three years preceding. As usual, by far the largest propor- 
tion is among those of American parentage. It is a curious fact 
that, in four out of the last nine years, the immber of decedents, 
from these diseases, of foreign parentage has Iteen precisely the 
same. In 1873, the number of decedents in Bristol county was 
diminished one-half, and in Newport and Washington counties 
considerably increased. As to periods of life, the two years 1872 
and 1873 present but httle dissimilarity. There were four less 
deaths under 50, and also four less in the decade from 70-80 than 
in 1872; there were 9 more from 60—70, and 5 more upwards 
of 80, 

FEVER, — TYPHOID AND TYPHDS. 

In 1873, there were 172 deaths from these fevers reported in 
Rhode Island. This is 7 less than in 1872. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, the 
number from these fevers, with the perceutage of the whole num- 
ber, the sex and parentage of the decedents, and tho number in 
each diviMi()n of the State for each of the last nine years : 
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And the following Table shows the ages of the decedents from 
lieiie causes in each of the same years : 
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From these Tables we see that, although in 1873 the deaths 
fioiii these fevers were a little less than in the previous year, they 
were m<.ro than in either of the other years mentioni;d. In 1873, 
as comiJiiied with 1872, the number of females dying from these 
causes was a little larger, and the nnmiier of mules smaller. 
There was a decided increase in the number of deaths of Ameri- 
can, and a decrease in those of foreign parentage. In the City and 
county of Providence there was a marked decrease in the number 
of deaths from thene causes, and an increase in Washington 
county. With regard to the periods of life, there was an iticrease 
in the nnmber of deaths under 10 years of age, and then a decided 
decrease up to the age t)f 30. 

For the whole period of nine years, we observe that the major- 
ity of deaths from these causes are among females, and by far 
the largest number among those of American pai-entage. The 
largest nnmber of deaths occurred in the period of life from SO- 
SO, then from 15-20, then under 10 years, and next from 30—40. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths from these 
fevers to each 1,000 of the population in each division of the 
State, for the period of the last nine years, taking the census of 
1870 as the basis of cnlculatiou : 
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Bristol Countr to each 1,000... 

Kent County to each 1.000. . . 

Kewpoit County to each 1,000... 

Providence Coanty, Towns to each 1,000... 

FrOTidence Cily to each 1,000. . . 

Wasbinston Count; to each 1,000... 



Whole Slate... 



ach I.OOO... 



We thus see thut, while tho IjtrjjfKl proportionate mortality from 
these diseases lias been in the most rural district oi the State, the 
City of Providence comes next, and the towns of Providence 
comity liuve the same proportionate number of deaths as the entire 
State. It is also worthy of notice that, according to the census of 
1870, the population <if Washington county is but 47 more than 
that of Newport county, while the number of deaths fioin tQese 
feveis is 1,4 per thousand more in the former than in the latter. 

We present, in conclusion, the following comparison of the 
percentage of mortality for each of the last nine years, from some 
of tlie diseases we have been considering. These percentages are 
calculated upon the entire mortality. 



DISEASES. 


1ST3. 


IfeK. 


isn. 


IWO. 


im. 


isffi. 


1887. 


1 Isine 
1806. 1865.. yra. 


Consu,n tlo 












rr 




17.6 16.1 


10.1 


Pnoumoiilfl 






nn 




Pi p 






TypHoid Fcv,=r 




4.a 


3.7 


47 


3-0 


S.8 




B.O 0.4 


4.3 


Diseases ot the HoBit 


4.3 


4.4 


4.3 


3.e 


3.8 


1.0 


ft.9 


S.B 2.9 


3.0 


Apoplexy and PavalysiB .... 


3,0 


3.1! 


4.7 


4.S 


3.* 


s.s 


4.3 


3.0 a.B 


3.3 



This Table shows that the order of arrangement is not quite 
that of the relative frequency in 1873 ; it is, however, that of the 
aggregate for nine years, in each of these years, as a matter of 
course, Consumptitm has taken the lead, and in all, save 181)5, 
Pnonmoiiia has stood second. The other three diseases have been 
less fixed in their relations. It will lie observed that, with the 
exception of the Diseases of the Heart, all the percentages of 1873 
are below those of the average for nine years, and this fact is the 
most marked in the record of Consumption. The relative impor- 
tance of this disease as a cause of mortsdity is apparent; for the 
period of nine years, its percentage of mortality is nearly double 
that of the second disease mentioneil. 
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There are various topics suggested by the above Table which it 
might be of interest to consider, but which would be foreign to a 
Report on Registration. In closing, however, we cannot refrain 
from expressing the hope that the degree of public interest now 
manifested in sanitary studies, will yield positive and beneficial 
results, in preventing or ameliorating certain types of disease, and 
their consequent mortality. Among these Consumption is, by 
some distinguished authorities, already included. If these views 
are correct, we may confidently expect, in future years, a marked 
reduction in the mortality from this disease, as well as in that 
from others, which are more surely classed as preventable, 

E. T. C. 

Providence, October l2, 1874. 



APPENDIX. 



The Registration Law of Rliode island. 



GENERAL STATUTES, (CHAPTER 77, PAGE 180. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, any 
person whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
town, may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby author- 
ized and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by 
the forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all information con- 
cerning births, marriages and deaths, occuriing among the inhabitants of thejr 
respective towns ; and on or before the first Monday of March, annually, to 
make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of State, for each year, 
ending on the thirty- first day of December, accompanying the same with a list 
of those individuals required by law to make returns to him, who have 
neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object of the law as 
they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall receive the returns made in pursuance 
of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be ren- 
dered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, make 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report 
thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also 
cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully 
preserved in his oftice, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter, . 
shall, on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen t 
physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and 
other persons requiring them, subslaiitiaW^ ^\ift«t \Xv<fe^<^<^^Nsi^^<5>\^s^^ 
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record of a Mrth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
child, whether living or still-bom, the name and sm'name, color, occupation, 
residence, and birth place of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as 
the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of 
the marriage, place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom 
married, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and resi- 
dence of each, condition, (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if sec- 
ond, third, or other marri«ge, the occupation, birth-place and names of their 
parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and surname of deceased, 
the sex, color and condition, (single or married,) age. oc(aipation, place of 
death, place of birth, names and birth place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be tiscertained. 

OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others authorized to 
join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record c^f every such rite per- 
formed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or 
before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the 
clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed ; and no mar- 
riage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed, and delivered to 
the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a 
certificate containing the information required for the record of a marriage, as 
prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of January, 
collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to all 
children born in the town during the year ending the thirty first day of Decem- 
ber next preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk 
shall receive ton cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours afler 
the death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the 
deceased, or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a 
certificate stating the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the dis- 
ease or cause of death. 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of evei-y town, a 
sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure 
of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. The undertaker, or the person who shall conduct a funeral, or who 
shall bury or deposit in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, shall obtain the 
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facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, concerning 
such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause of 
the death, if a physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Mon- 
day of the next succeeding month shall make a return of the facts obtained, 
together with the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town m which the 
death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact mu)iicipal laws, more eftecLually to'attain the 
objects herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registration. 

OF FEES. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as afore- 
said, shall receive for each record of a dea'h, made and returned as required 
by law, and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required by 
law, twenty cents ; to bo paid to them out of their respective town treasuries : 
Provided, that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as 
aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as afc^resaid. who shall 
faithfully perform the duties prescribed by this chapter, shall not be less than 
five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as required in 
section eiglit of this chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made 
to the town clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten 
cents in the other towns of the Stnte. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other persons, shall willfully neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, be 
fined notexceding twenty dollars for each offence; one-half thereof to the use 
of the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the use of the 
person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to 
make the returns specified in this chapter, each of the said parties shall cause 
his name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where 
he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted * 
by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death 
of such person, or the facts from wrhich the same is presumed, shall be duly 
certified as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be 
duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. Such books or registei*s, or a certificate duly certified by the town 
clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record 
ol any man'iage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in 
this State as primA facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distin- 
guished from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of State may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necegsary 
to effect the object of this chapter. 
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Sec 17. The sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn 
for by the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the regis- 
tration returns, making the necessary tables, and drawing up the report re- 
quired by the second section of this chapter. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter, to 
collect, record and return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees 
therefor as follows : For collecting the facts required in relation to births fifteen 
cents each. For making record and return of these facts as required by law, 
twenty cents each for the first fifty entries, in each calendar year, and ten cents 
for each subseq uent entry and return. 
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CHAPTER 360. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER 187 OP THE GENERAL STATUTES, ** OP THK 
CLERKS OP THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OP COMMON PLEAS." 

(Passed March 24, 1874.) 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section l. It shall be the duty of the clerks of the Supreme Court, in the 
several counties, on or before the first day of March, in each and every year, 
to make returns to the Secretary of State for the year ending on the thirtv-first 
day of December preceding, of all the applications for divorce, showing the 
number, the number granted, and the causes which are given for the applica- 
tion, but without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which 
shall be furnished them by the Secretary of State, and like returns shall be 
.made on or before the first day of August next, for the years 1872 and 1873. 



